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Open Morning

Saturday 5 October
Tours start from
9:30am
Wondering what to do next?
Come along and take a look!

Register online: rbcs.org.uk
An Independent Day School
for Boys 11-18, and Girls 16-18

37733-RBC-WBN-122x180-aw.indd 1

13/05/2019 12:06

NEW HORIZONS

ALL NEW LEXUS UX
SELF-CHARGING HYBRID

AVAILABLE TO TEST DRIVE NOW AT LEXUS READING
Rose Kiln Lane, Reading RG2 0HS
0118 907 9769
www.lexus.co.uk/reading

Model shown is UX F SPORT (£33,905) with Tech and Safety Pack at £1,800, including optional metallic paint at £570. (£36,275). Exact fuel consumption figures for model
shown in mpg (l/100km) combined: 50.4 (5.6) and CO2: 97 g/km. UX model range in mpg (l/100km) official fuel consumption figures: combined 49.5 (5.7) – 53.3 (5.3).
Figures are provided for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may
not reflect real life driving results. Fuel consumption and CO2 produced varies significantly depending on a number of factors, including the accessories fitted (post-registration),
driving style, conditions, speed and vehicle load. All models and grades are certified according to the World Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP), which replaces
the New European Driving Cycle test procedure (NEDC). All CO2 figures quoted are NEDC equivalent. This means the CO2 figures are based on the new WLTP test
procedure but calculated (using a standard European calculation method) to allow comparison with the NEDC test procedure and will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first
registration. All mpg figures quoted are full WLTP figures. More information can be found by visiting: www.vehicle-certification-agency.gov.uk/fcb/wltp.asp

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC

Keeping in touch
with us
www.wokingham.gov.uk
customerservice@wokingham.gov.uk
(0118) 974 6000
/wokinghamboroughcouncil
/wokinghamboroughcouncil
@WokinghamBC
/WokinghamBC
Visit us:
Monday to Friday between 8.30am and 5pm
Write to us:
Wokingham Borough Council, Civic Offices,
Shute End, Wokingham RG40 1BN
Find out more information by:
Email and text updates – register at:
www.wokingham.gov.uk/signup

Also in this issue...

9

Your new
Localities Team

Summer 2019

Welcome
“Being elected Leader
of Wokingham Borough
Council is an honour and a
humbling experience.”
Councillors are here for one reason
alone – to provide the best quality
services to you at the optimal price.
This is what my colleagues and I will
endeavour to do.
With that overriding principle in
mind, I’ve set out the key priorities
of my administration and have
started to put these into action.
We want to declare a Climate
Emergency and commit to a carbon
neutral Wokingham Borough by
2030 (see page 23).
We’re determined to do all we
can to reduce the quantity of
new houses being inflicting
upon us. We’ve launched our
consultation because we believe
the government-imposed target
of 800 homes per year is too high.
This consultation is still running
(see page 5).
I’m delighted both these initiatives
have cross-political party support
because these are issues that can
only be tackled collaboratively and
are too important to be the subject
of politics.

19

Regeneration latest

Closely linked to climate and
housing is congestion - probably
your greatest daily burden. In
the longer term, the new roads
being built will help, but we’re

25

Be involved in new
communities
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investigating how we can better
control their construction across
the Borough.
It’s important we celebrate the
great things we offer. We’re
improving our leisure centres, and
our libraries continue to thrive
while others nationally are being
closed.
Ours is a Borough with fantastic
cultural and sporting opportunities.
We’re planning a festival in 2020
that will be centred on Wokingham
Town Centre to celebrate its new
facilities.
Remember you can keep up-todate with our latest news on our
dedicated website at:
news.wokingham.gov.uk. This is
where all our news, videos and
photos are in one place for you to
enjoy at any time you like.
You can also like us on
Facebook (facebook.com/
wokinghamboroughcouncil) or
follow us on Twitter
(@WokinghamBC).
If you have any questions or
comments, please do email me at:
john.halsall@wokingham.gov.uk
Cllr John Halsall
Leader of the Council

Editorial: Wokingham Borough Council’s Communications Engagement & Marketing Team
Design and printed by: Digital Solutions on uncoated FSCM 75gsm paper
Cost: 17p per person / 40p per household
To advertise in Wokingham Borough News, or if any other queries about this magazine
including delivery, please contact: cem@wokingham.gov.uk. A pdf version of this
magazine is available online at: news.wokingham.gov.uk/wokingham-borough-news
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Bob receives the town’s highest honour
Much-loved former Borough and Town Mayor and
Councillor, Bob Wyatt MBE, has posthumously been made
an Honorary Freeman of the town of Wokingham.
Bob, also affectionately known as Mr Wokingham to those who worked with him, had served
the people of Wokingham for more than 50 years both in the local political arena and from his
hands-on involvement with countless community groups across the Borough over the years.
Wokingham Town Council had planned to give Bob the award of Honorary Freeman in May
to mark his long and distinguished civic career, but he sadly passed away in March before this
could happen.
So his family, seen here with son Michael, were instead presented with the accolade by outgoing Town Mayor, Cllr Julian McGheeSumner, at the town council’s Mayor Making ceremony on 19 May.
The title of Honorary Freeman is the highest tribute a local council can bestow. Bob’s name will now appear on the Town Hall’s roll
of honour board, alongside 12 other individuals recognised between 1936 and the present.
We also acknowledged Bob’s selfless service in 2016, when we appointed him as the Borough’s first Honorary Alderman – a tribute
which he said at the time with his trademark humility was a complete surprise.

Generating eco energy with food
Thank you for taking part in the new food waste service
which started in April. In the first month of the collections
alone, you recycled an average of 95 tonnes per week.
It’s great to have so many of you on board to improve the Borough’s recycling rates.
These food waste collections allow us to cut methane levels in the atmosphere.
Methane is a potent greenhouse gas, produced when food waste breaks down. By
sending our food waste to anaerobic digestion we can capture this methane and use it
to generate energy instead.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘food waste’)

GRASS CUTTING UPDATE
Our grass cutting contractors are busy across the Borough making sure
parks, play areas, verges, and other open spaces are kept neat and tidy.
Our contract with Tivoli Group focuses on keeping grass at an
appropriate level for its location, rather than a set number of
cuts. We introduced this change to make the service more
flexible to react better to different weather conditions and
the varying growth rates they cause.

This means that some lesser-used locations are left longer
between cuts. But we still aim to keep all parks, play areas
and verges under 125mm.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘grass cutting’)

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC
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Housing numbers
consultation
There is still time to take part in our important housing
numbers consultation.
The aim of this consultation is to get your views on the
housing targets the government is trying to impose on us.
At present, the government target, up to 2036, could be as
high as 800 homes per year. We know that some additional
homes are required – particularly for those on low and
medium incomes – but the government target goes well
beyond our real need.
We believe these government-imposed numbers are too
high and we have been arguing our case with them for
years. But Westminster has not listened and so we are now
hoping your backing will help our cause.
We have taken on a lot of housing in recent years. Some
7,000 new homes have been built since 2011 and the
rate is set to remain high during the next few years. We
have made sure the developers have paid for the schools,
roads, sports and other facilities needed to go with these
new homes but we know they have put pressure on your
communities.
Our case to government is simple. We accept the necessity
only for those homes that are genuinely needed locally, but

not for additional ones – and we are asking if you agree
with us.
We have invited every resident in the Wokingham Borough
to take part in this consultation. Your views could help
us build a stronger case to take back to government. We
will not be able to fight their housing targets unless an
overwhelming number of our residents respond, so please
don’t sit back and rely on others to participate. Your
voice matters. Please take part in the consultation. Our
communities need you.
The consultation asks a simple question:
Do you believe the government imposed housing target
is too high?
At the time this magazine went to print, we were due to
be writing to all households across the Borough with a
freepost envelope for you to take part. But if you missed
the letter, the survey is also available online at:
www.wokingham.gov.uk/consultation. If you don’t have
the letter, or internet access, please call us on (0118) 974
6000 to request a hard copy.
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WEEKEND AND EVENING
GP APPOINTMENTS IN BERKSHIRE WEST
NOW AVAILABLE

Weekend and evening GP appointments
are now available in Berkshire West
(Reading, Newbury and Wokingham)
Appointments can be booked through your GP practice.
For more information contact your practice or visit:
www.berkshirewestccg.nhs.uk

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC
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Meet our new
Chief Executive
Susan Parsonage recently took over the role of our
most senior officer. We spoke to her about her
aspirations for the council.
Why Wokingham Borough Council?
“Not only is it ambitious, but it’s already taking the
initiative. Our recent restructure for example, such as the
new Localities model (see page 9) joins together different
teams to create a single grass roots service that should be
more effective and relevant to you. Customer Delivery is
another example of this restructure (page 13), backed up
with new IT, so you can interact faster with us in more ways
at your convenience.
“We’re investing in the town centre (page 19) and created
companies such as Wokingham Housing (pages 28 and 29).
We also have strong relationships such as with the Thames
Valley Berkshire LEP. Not only big statutory organisations,
but voluntary too, such as Citizens Advice Wokingham
(page 18) along with town and parish councils and
community volunteers. To gain efficiencies we also share
services such as legal, public protection (page 20) and
building control with our neighbouring authorities.
“It’s all about doing things differently as well bringing
in income to reinvest in services. It’s no secret local
government is underfunded so we’re finding innovative
solutions to safeguard those services you want and need.”

What were you first impressions of the
Borough?
“You care about being able to move about more freely
across the Borough, so traffic and roadworks along with
housing growth are concerns although you quite rightly
want to see more affordable housing. You expect excellent
services for adults, young people and children. Also very
important to you are key services such as street cleaning,
waste collection, highways and grounds maintenance,

along with great parks and leisure facilities. You want value
for your Council Tax.
“We need to deliver the very best we can on the
fundamentals. We must be clear on what we want
to achieve for the Borough. I want to really drive up
performance. I also want us to build on our successes
whilst learning from others and from our own mistakes.
We need to get better at engaging with local communities
and improve transparency in decision-making.
“I’ve been getting to know our staff, councillors, partners,
and the Borough – getting under the skin of things. I also
look forward to getting to know you better. We all want the
best for Wokingham Borough and by working together we
can do great things.”
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It’s Marvellous time!
Marvellous 2019, the family-friendly music festival, is set to take
place the weekend of 20 and 21 July at Dinton Pastures in Hurst.
Now well-established using the country park as its venue, this
year’s festival promises no fewer than three stages bursting with a
huge variety of entertainment for all ages.
The giant dome of the main stage will play host to 14 world-class
tribute acts, while the Wokingham Music Club stage will feature a
plethora of unsigned local talent. The new Butler Roof Top stage
will have a more acoustic twist. Marvellous is well-known for
serving up an eclectic mix of musical genres and eras, and this
year you will be right royally entertained by tributes to Queen,
Mumford and Sons, Rod Stewart, The Blues Brothers, Abba, Bon
Jovi, Madness, Blondie, Little Mix and more…
Kids of all ages will find plenty to do with fabulous fairground rides on tap plus
loads of free activities in the Big Kids’ Village - including balloon modelling, arts and crafts, games and face painting.
More fun is to be had in the Silent Disco tent where dancers wear headphones and can switch between three channels of music
being transmitted wirelessly to them by the DJ - great fun to do and to watch. A nominal admission fee gives you ‘come and go’ access
throughout the day. The weekend’s superb entertainment will be topped off with a stunning fireworks finale.
With a great range of food stalls on hand, plus fully licensed bars, you certainly won’t be going hungry or thirsty at Marvellous.
		

IT’S HARRY

…

draw
into our prize
d
re
te
n
e
u
yo
f
ults and
Nearly 200 o
ticket (two ad
d
n
ke
e
e
w
ily
mping.
to win a fam
), including ca
two children
s Prince,
ame connect
n
at
h
‘w
,
u
arry.
We asked yo
e answer is H
Th
?’
ie
b
b
e
D
Styles and
ner is
The lucky win

ll
Claire Conne

Although day tickets are of course available, to get the most out of
Marvellous you really owe it to yourself to do the whole weekend undercanvas. Campers also get to take advantage of a free night’s camping on
Friday 19 July, and enjoy an evening party with the Marvellous crew.
If you’d rather not go to the lengths of bringing and pitching your own
tent, you can spoil yourselves by taking advantage of one of the glamping
packages.
More information:
www.marvellousfestivals.com

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC
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OUR NEW LOCALITIES
TEAM COMES TO YOU
Some of the keen-eyed among you may have noticed our staff out
and about in purple polo shirts with ‘Localities’ written on them.
This is our new Localities Team, created to bring together a lot of the
activities we already delivered across the Borough. By putting all these
different things under one team, we can offer a more flexible and resilient
service targeting those issues you tell us are the most important.
We know you are proud of the appearance and standard of cleanliness
where you live. To help keep the Borough’s appearance up to scratch, the
Localities Service has been inspecting an additional 100 roads across the
Borough to make sure our street cleaning contractors are doing what they
should be.
We have also changed our approach to tackling fly-tipping. When our
Localities staff visit a fly-tipping incident they now place an orange sticker
on it. This lets you know that we are dealing with it.
We help you get involved in your communities by directly supporting the
work of local residents’ groups. This includes things such as signing up to the
Adopt A Street scheme and organising the annual Borough Litter Pick, which
this year collected more than 30 tonnes of rubbish during one weekend.
Keeping children and young people active and involved in positive pastimes
is another issue that concerns you. So Localities has been supporting
the creation of activities including Arts Week during the Easter holidays,
new youth group sessions, and have ensured the junior warden scheme
continues its success.
And as the number of homes within our Borough increases, we have been
making sure new community centres and facilities are included in each of
the main housing developments. We also do the initial inspection for the
Council Tax level for each new home, to make sure the correct level is set.

Localities Officer,
David Hare
“I joined the Localities Service last year after
working in the council’s Customer Services
Team. I can honestly say no two days are the
same because of the range of services and
issues we deal with. Within the same day,
I can be inspecting a potentially dangerous
tree, working with residents to improve a
play area, or helping a football club find
pitches to practice in.”

10 Summer 2019

www.facebook.com/wokinghamboroughcouncil

Meet the new
Borough Mayor
“It’s a great honour and pleasure to have been elected as Mayor. For the
past year I’ve had the good fortune to serve as Deputy Mayor and during
that time I’ve enjoyed meeting many of the people and organisations
in the Borough who make such a positive difference to our lives. This is
something I hope will continue.
But before I embark on this role perhaps I should introduce myself. I
was born and brought up in the East End of London (West Ham) - great
football team!
With my wife Hilary and two daughters we moved to Woodley in 1983
and became involved in the local community. I served on the Woodley
Carnival Committee for 23 years and joined a local Rotary Club in 2001.
My daughters attended local schools, as do my four grandchildren.
Part of my role is to represent and promote the Borough. For me this will
be an easy task, as I truly believe our Borough has so much to offer. I’m
looking forward to my time as Mayor and I hope to meet as many of you
as possible.
My chosen charity for this year is DEBRA, which supports people suffering
from Epidermolysis Bullosa.” Cllr Bill Soane

What have these people
got in common?

They could all be foster carers.

We also offer our foster carers a generous financial package including Council Tax exemption
For more information: (0118) 974 6204
fostering@wokingham.gov.uk
www.fostering.wokingham.gov.uk

Summer 2019 11
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Supporting our children in care
Did you know that we are corporate parents to 114 children and young people?
It can be very upsetting and confusing for a child when they come into our care. So it’s crucial we secure stable, nurturing, long-term
arrangements for them as soon as possible. While we are doing this, our skilled body of foster carers step in offering them a safe,
caring, environment, often at a time of extreme vulnerability. This is why we recognise our fantastic foster carers every year. This
year’s awards ceremony was in May (see photo).
It’s also vital that children in care have a voice. Our
Children in Care Council works hard to represent them,
by challenging us and feeding back the issues that
matter to them.

Executive View
Cllr UllaKarin Clark, Executive
Member for Children’s Services
“I’m honoured to champion the
achievements of all children in our
Borough, who continue to amaze me.
No matter what your background, or
personal challenge, you can achieve
great things with the help of the many
dedicated professionals, teachers,
parents, and carers, who work so hard to support children and
young people every day.”

MORE SPECIALIST SCHOOL PLACES
CLOSER TO HOME
A planning application has now been submitted for our £4.4million plans
expand Addington School in Woodley, so that more local children with special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) can be educated closer to home.
The school serves 206 children with SEND and has an outstanding
Ofsted rating. But some 40% of Wokingham Borough children
needing a special school place are currently educated outside of the
Borough. These placements are very disruptive to the children. They
should have the opportunity to be educated where they live.

All of the building work would be contained within the existing
school site. If planning permission is granted, the new classrooms
would go where the ball courts now stand and these would be
moved to the west of their current position, along with the play
equipment so the car park can be extended. The neighbouring
popular public open space, which is protected in our planning
policies as part of a larger Site of Urban Landscape Value (SULV),
would not be touched by the school’s expansion.
We hope to open the new facilities in September 2020.
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Wokingham Borough News consultation
Thank you to those of you who gave us
your views in the survey we ran in the
last two editions of this magazine.
We had 151 responses and although they were generally positive, with
most people saying they found the content interesting and the design and
production high quality, there were also some issues that we need to work on.
Some people felt the editions are too Wokingham Town Centre focused, at the
expense of other parts of the Borough. We do always try to cover as many town
and villages as we can in every edition, but it isn’t always possible. This edition
features projects in Woodley, Finchampstead, and Sindlesham, among others.
We also had comments about the winter edition’s late delivery. We do
apologise for this and have taken steps to ensure delivery is more reliable and
that you get the magazine in good time.
If you do have any further views on improving Wokingham Borough News
please do contact us at: cem@wokingham.gov.uk

And the winner of our
consultation prize draw, for a
pair of cinema tickets, is Mrs.
M. Crawley from Emmbrook.
Congratulations!

Your Child, Their Journey, Our Focus
Yateley Manor is a Leading Independent Prep School for Girls and Boys 3 - 13 Years

Open Mornings last Friday of each month
www.yateleymanor.com

01252 405500

registrar@yateleymanor.com
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MAKING IT EASIER FOR
YOU TO CONTACT US
We have improved our online tools so you can update,
report, or request services at a time that suits you.
Most of our online report forms now keep you updated on your query
via email or text. Our highways forms include a map to help you
pinpoint the location you’re reporting. If we already know about an
issue, you can be tagged onto any update to avoid duplicate reporting.
Our online reports go straight to the contractor or team that can help,
so your request is dealt with at first point of contact by people with the
right skills and knowledge.
Thank you if you recently signed up or renewed your garden waste
collections online. This is quick, convenient and at your disposal 24/7
– remember to quote your invoice number for your garden waste. You
can pay for many of our services online. We encourage direct debits
because they’re easier for you and us. Direct debits can be used for any
regular invoice you receive including Council Tax, rent, adult social care
charges and school transport.
We also have webchat so if you cannot find what you’re looking for on
our website click on ‘Live Help’ and we’ll advise you further.
Using our online services also helps keep the phone lines free for those
unable to use technology or need assistance. But if you do call, listen
to the options before selecting, to be put through to the right team to
help you.
By restructuring our resources and introducing intelligent technology,
you now have the tools and flexibility to self-serve at a time that suits
you and also be put directly in contact with the right staff to help.
www.wokingham.gov.uk
(search ‘report it’ or type in the subject you want)

What to report on
our website
Benefits – changes in circumstances, benefit or
fraud
Care and support for adults – adult safeguarding
concerns
Council Tax – if you’re moving, discount forms,
sign-up for direct debits
Roads/Highways – faulty traffic lights, damaged
pavements, potholes and damaged roads, broken
street lights, flooding, faulty manholes, damaged or
missing road signs, obstructions in the road
Outdoor maintenance – dead animals on the road,
abandoned vehicles, fly-tipping, graffiti, overgrown
grass or vegetation
Planning and building control – comment
on a planning application, apply for planning,
unauthorised developments
Rubbish and recycling – waste collections,
recycling boxes, blue bin bags, garden waste

14 Summer 2019
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Your council at your fingertips

Things to do
and see this
summer…

Following the election in May, the political make-up of
Wokingham Borough Council is now:
31 CONSERVATIVES
16 LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

Visit www.wokingham.gov.uk and click on ‘news and
events’ and then ‘what’s on’ for The Wokingham Directory,
which lists all sorts of activities.
Wokingham Borough Libraries events are also on our
website on the ‘libraries’ pages.
See also Facebook ‘wokinghamboroughlibraries’
Twitter ‘WBC_Libraries’
or Instagram ‘wbc_libraries’.
For outdoors, sports and countryside, find information on
our site under ‘sports and activities’ and
‘countryside, parks and conservation’.
Remember, Parish and Town
Councils across our Borough also
have activities. On our website
type in ‘parish and town councils’
for links to their web pages.

4

LABOUR
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INDEPENDENT

You can easily find out who your local councillors are, how
to contact them and what committees and other bodies
they are on, by looking on our website.
There are also lots of ways you can get involved in our
work and decision making. You can attend public meetings,
submit questions to committees or the full council, or
contact your local ward member on any issues.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘find your
councillor’ or ‘council and meetings’)

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED!
Barnet
Southgate
Mill Hill
Finchley
Hampstead
Stratford & Forest Gate
Herne Hill & Brixton
Putney
Ilford
Bexleyheath

Book Your FREE Valuation Appointment
Visit: www.EweMove.com/Wokingham
Call 24/7: 0118 207 7163

We work with our
network of EweMove
branches across
London and the
commuter belt to
achieve maximum
property exposure
and the best sale for
our customers.

Wokingham
Newbury
Bracknell
Reading
Reading East
Basingstoke
Tadley
Hook
Alton & Bordon
Slough
Windsor
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NEW BULMERSHE LEISURE
CENTRE ON TRACK
Construction of the new £14.5million Bulmershe Leisure Centre
in Woodley is going well.
Its steel frame is due to be up, with the roof and wall cladding
on the sports hall complete. The first floor concrete floors in
the building should also be in place. Work laying its bricks and
blockwork should have also started, and the shape of the two
pools formed.
The new centre is being built on the site of the former one. It will
include a six-lane 25-metre swimming pool, a teaching pool with
movable floor so larger numbers of groups of ages and abilities
can use it, a bigger gym plus a ‘live well’ (long-term condition)

gym, a four-court sports hall, and an additional studio and café.
It has been designed to benefit the whole community with its
accessible and flexible facilities, and preventative health services.
It is due to open next summer and be run by our partner Places
Leisure.
*Please note, the construction details were correct when this
magazine went to print.

New 3G pitch in Emmbrook
Plans for the new 3G football pitch for students and public at The Emmbrook
School are moving forward now that crucial Football Foundation (FA) funding for
the project has been confirmed.
The £480,298 from the FA matches £350,000 in housing developer contributions
that we had already set aside for the scheme. Planning permission for it was
granted in 2018.
We hope to start work on it later this year.
The new pitch will not only enhance the school’s PE provision but will create
community facilities for everyone.
The students will use it solely during school hours and for after-school activities.
Local football clubs and community groups will use it evenings and weekends.
The pitch will also be adaptable for five-a-side, seven-a-side and nine-a-side.
A 3G pitch has an artificial surface and is a substitute for grass. 3G is the latest
version of what used to be called AstroTurf.
The five other 3G pitches in the Borough are at Cantley Park, Montague Park FC,
Arborfield Leisure Centre, Ryeish Green Leisure Centre and Goals in Woodley.

16 Summer 2019

www.facebook.com/wokinghamboroughcouncil

OUT AND ABOUT
THIS SUMMER
Our Borough is rich in rural gems and treats, ripe to be
explored and enjoyed whatever the British weather throws…
DINTON PASTURES
An oasis of woodland, meadow and lakes covering 180
hectares, it is the perfect venue for events such as the
Marvellous music festival (see page 8). Other events
planned for this summer include an open air cinema, the
Dinton 5km and 10km Summer Series, and the Perseids
Meteor Shower Canoe Tour.
Dinton’s Activity Centre also has a wide choice of water
and land-based sessions. It is a fully affiliated training
centre with the Adventurous Activities Licensing Authority,
Royal Yachting Association, British Canoeing and Ofsted.
Whatever your age and experience, you can book on
courses, holiday clubs, and family taster sessions, and the
climbing wall among other things.
Dinton’s pedalos are hugely popular. No need to book. Just
turn up and take to the water. There is also adventure golf,
a play park, fishing and a café.

More information:
www.dinton-pastures.co.uk

CALIFORNIA COUNTRY PARK
We started enhancing the park last year, led by your feedback
from public consultation. These improvements include a better
car park layout, a new road to make it easier to get into and out
of the park, new landscaping, and pergolas for the café creating
an all-weather outdoor seating area.
We would next like to refurbish the play area and build additional
toilets. But we will consult with you first.
Reptiles and glow worms were relocated to new homes
elsewhere in the park before the work was started, safeguarding
and boosting the park’s wildlife biodiversity. The park remained
open during the work and we’d like to thank you for your
patience during this time.
California Country Park covers 40 hectares and includes a lake,
woodland, ancient bogland and lowland heath. It offers scenic
walks, wildlife watching, fishing and more. The footpath around
Longmoor Lake is hard surfaced, and links into the Borough’s first
Greenway (FBC Centre to the Arborfield Green).

More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk
(search ‘California Country Park’)

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC
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GETTING BACK TO NATURE
Eleven new nature parks have so far been created across the Borough as part of the new communities in Arborfield Garrison,
North and South of Wokingham Town, and in Shinfield. One has also been created in Barkham and another in Crowthorne.
Together these SANGS (Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace) cover some 120 hectares, bursting with native plants and
natural wildlife habitats. They are enclosed with dog safe fencing, and have walking paths. Some have car parks and benches,
others have been left more natural.
We hope to open a further 40 hectares of SANGS in Arborfield this year. After that, we still have more than 60 additional
hectares in the pipeline for across the Borough.
SANGS now open:
• Keephatch Woods – Binfield Road, Wokingham
• Kentwood Meadows – Warren House Road, Wokingham
• Old Forest Road Meadows – off Old Forest Road, Wokingham
• Eldridge Park (formerly Bell Farm) – off Bell Foundry Lane, Wokingham
• Keephatch Meadows (Stokes Farm) – Binfield Road, Wokingham
• Buckhurst Meadows – William Heelas Way, Wokingham
• Langley Mead (formerly known as the London SANG) – Hyde End Road,
Shinfield
• Mays Farm Meadows – Hyde End Lane, Shinfield
• Five Acres Field – next to Clare’s Green Field, Shinfield
• Clare’s Green Field – Ryeish Lane, Shinfield
• Hazebrouck Meadows (pictured right) – off Biggs Lane and
More information:
Commonfield Lane, Arborfield
www.wokingham.gov.uk
• Rooks Nest Wood – Barkham Ride, Finchampstead
(search ‘major developments’)
• Oakham Park Wood – Nine Mile Road, Crowthorne

GREENWAY FORWARD
Thank you if you took part in our recent
consultation into the second phase of our
greenways project to create a vehicle-free
green corridor from Arborfield Green to the
new community at North Wokingham via Cole
Lane, Coombes Lane, Foxhill, Woosehill, Holt
Lane and Cantley Park.
Its five mile route is largely fixed, but your
feedback will help us shape its final details and
design.
The first phase in our greenways project,
called California Way and some 1.5 miles long,
links Arborfield Green with the FBC Centre in
Finchampstead via California Country Park. It
opened in 2017.
Greenways are designed for cyclists, skateboarders and rollerbladers, walkers,
pushchairs and wheelchairs thanks to a hard, permeable all-weather surface made
from a mixture of gravel and recycled car tyres. California Way is also suitable for
horse riders.
Not only can they be used for leisure, but they are also useful for cycling to and from
work or school.
We would like to have some 21 miles of
More information:
greenways connecting all of the Borough’s
www.wokingham.gov.uk
new communities as well as 19 miles for the
(search ‘greenways’)
River Loddon long distance path.

Executive View
Cllr Parry Batth, Executive
Member for Environment and
Leisure
“We may be a suburban area,
but it’s crucial that we not
only maintain and improve our
precious heritage of green public
open spaces for everyone to
enjoy, but continue to open up
brand new areas.”
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Volunteers really matter
Volunteers are at the heart of Citizens Advice Wokingham – the
backbone of this charity in our Borough for more than 40 years.
We spoke to volunteer James to find out more.
“After I retired I wanted to do something to keep the old grey matter active as well as give something back to the community,” he
said. “Citizens Advice was the obvious choice because it had helped me in the past.”
New volunteers get a mentor and training introducing them to the
organisation’s aims and procedures, and are taught how to record
clients’ details and use its advice guide – a database with all the
information needed when talking to clients.
“My role is that of an assessor,” said James. “I’m the gateway, the
first point of contact for a client whether online, on the phone or
if they walk in. I gather relevant background details from clients
and then provide them with information or occasionally pass
them to a specialist advisor.”
Volunteers could be assessors, advisors or on reception. There are
some 50 volunteers spread between the Wokingham Town centre
and Woodley offices, and they spend on average one day a week
helping out.
“But that could be split into half days. They’re very flexible. And
there’s a pleasant rapport between us all, with social events so
we can get to know the volunteers from different days.”
James says he enjoys the variety – never knowing what’s coming
that day.
“It could be consumer issues, relationship problems, debt and
money worries, benefits, health concerns about older relatives,
power of attorney – you name it. And with new things always
being introduced and changes in the law, it keeps us on our toes.
Confusion about Universal Credit is big at the moment, so we
run a Help to Claim project in Woodley on Thursdays.
“Making a positive difference to someone else’s life –that’s what
it’s all about.”
More information:
www.citizensadvicewokingham.org.uk
(search ‘volunteering’)

We Clean Ovens
...so you don't have to!
Hello, I'm Adam, your
locally based oven
cleaning specialist.
I'll leave your appliances
pliances
sparkling using our
ur bespoke
eco-friendly products.
ducts.
Range and AGA specialists
Ovens & hobs
Extractor hoods
Microwave ovens
Traditional stoves

Contact
me today
for your
free quote

Visit my website
ovenuwokingham.net
or call me on
0118 3290163

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC
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Wokingham Town Centre regeneration
Peach Place is open. Much of the work at Elms Field is finishing
including the new park and play area.
Peach Place
This opened at the end of April. It is already proving a great destination for
the town with its continental-style outdoor seating where you can relax over
a drink and peruse the great new shops. New public toilets and a drinking
fountain are also coming soon.

Elms Field
This is really taking shape with the new Aldi food store and car park due to
open when this magazine was published. And the new landscaped park with
destination play area is due to be ready for the summer holidays. This park
will be a fantastic space with lots of room for activities and events, plentiful
seating, and attractive planting.
Work on the Premier Inn is almost finished and it is due to open this autumn.
Final preparations are also being made to hand over the boutique cinema
block to Everyman, to open it early next year.

Carnival
This will be the final phase of our regeneration and it is moving along well. Plans are already in place to build a brand new
home for Wokingham Library and a much larger leisure centre on the site of the old Carnival Pool.
In addition to improved pools and a bigger gym, the new centre will have lots of new facilities including a splash pad,
specialist Live Well gym for those with long-term conditions, and a four-court sports hall which can convert into a 400seat performance venue. We’re also looking at incorporating some of the great ideas you said you’d like to see in the
centre during the consultation.
We are due to start work on Carnival next year after we open the brand new Bulmershe Leisure Centre in Woodley.

Executive View
Cllr Charlotte Haitham Taylor, Executive Member for Regeneration
“It’s really great to see Wokingham thrive as new businesses open up across the Borough.
It’s also really great to know that this successful scheme will be securing millions of pounds
of annual income for the council which we can reinvest across the Borough in your services
and projects for years to come.”

More information:
www.regenerationcompany.co.uk
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Protecting health,
the environment
and the most vulnerable
Whether it is the food in our schools and restaurants, safety in our
workplaces, the safety of the products we buy in shops or online, or even the
quality of the air we all breathe, the Public Protection Partnership (PPP) is
working behind the scenes to protect both residents and businesses.

The PPP, which celebrated its second anniversary in January, is
a collaboration between us and our neighbouring authorities
of West Berkshire and Bracknell Forest. By pooling all of our
expertise we can still maintain services while also taking the
pressure off public finances – saving for example more than
£500,000 across the three authorities this year alone.
The service is run by a special joint committee with councillors
from all three councils agreeing priorities and ensuring it delivers
for the 450,000 residents and 10,000 businesses in its care.
The service’s current priorities, based on the shared aims of
the three councils, include improving and protecting health,
protection of environmental standards and above all protecting
the most vulnerable.
Officers from the service are out and about every day
investigating incidents of doorstep and financial crime by
con artists, auditing premises for food standards and farming
standards including animal welfare and even the feed farm
animals eat. They may be sampling or testing anything from
food and electrical goods to private water supplies. They could
even be examining building work or looking online for the sale of
counterfeit and illegal or smuggled goods.
Through the PPP, the three councils licence everything from taxis
and places that sell alcohol, to kennels, gambling establishments
and tattooists. This is more than 5,000 permits and licences
issued and policed every year.

Specialist housing officers from the PPP license houses of
multiple occupation and check the safety of private rented
accommodation, while their trading standards colleagues check
deposits are safe.
The PPP also deals with noisy neighbours, pollution control,
contaminated land, weights and measures, overloaded vehicles
and pests. The list goes on and on.
More information:
www.publicprotectionpartnership.org.uk
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Building your
very own home

Did you know?
We are beating national targets for
deciding planning applications on time.
The table below shows the percentages of all our planning
applications decided on time compared to the government’s targets:
Our application
types

If you’ve ever fancied
building your own home, our
first ever self-build housing
project in Sindlesham could
be the answer.
Twenty-one plots of land at Wheatsheaf Close
are being made available to Wokingham
Borough residents for self-build.
Eight of the plots will be sold to selfbuilders on the open market. These eight
will help offset the cost of the remaining 13
plots, which will be available under shared
ownership to help people get onto the
housing ladder.
The plots will be allocated to people on our
self-build register who meet the criteria.
The current proposals for the site are for
four two-bed houses, 12 three-beds, four
four-beds and a five-bed house. But this may
change as the project develops.
We are in the process of appointing a project
manager to drive this community-led scheme.
Once in post, they will bring together selfbuilders and involve local residents to develop
the site’s plans in conjunction with us and our
development company Wokingham Housing.
We hope the site’s outline planning
application will be submitted by next year.
It will include a design guide to ensure
consistency and quality across the whole
development.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk
(search ‘self build’)

January

February

March

National

Major

100%

75%

80%

60%

Minor

94%

93%

86%

65%

Other

97%

95%

99%

80%

Executive View
Cllr Wayne Smith, Executive Member
for Planning and Enforcement
“We’re also exceeding our own target for
the number of planning appeals we win.
Called dismissed appeals, this is where
the Planning Inspectorate agrees with
our original decision.”

Do you like your
newly-built home?
Some 86% of people who responded to our annual New Homes
Survey in February say they are happy with their new home. More
than 90% are content with its space, and 82% say their home
provides enough privacy.
Nearly 90% say their nearby buildings and streets are attractive and
87% feel safe in their neighbourhood at night.
More than 80% say their social contact is good and nearly 60% feel
their area’s sense of community is either good or growing.
We sent more than
1,300 surveys to
households living in the
major new communities
in north and south
Wokingham, Arborfield,
and the Shinfield
area, as well as other
developments.
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ALL NEW
RAV4 DESIGN
SELF-CHARGING HYBRID

0% APR £279
Representative over
24 months*

per month^

Available to Test Drive Now.
Jemca Toyota Bracknell
John Nike Way
Bracknell, Berkshire
RG12 8TN
01344 789789
jemcabracknell.toyota.co.uk

Jemca Toyota Reading
Rose Kiln Lane
Reading, Berkshire
RG2 0LJ
0118 907 9768
jemcareading.toyota.co.uk

Model shown is RAV4 Hybrid Design 2.5 FWD Automatic. Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km): combined 49.2 (5.7) – 51.2 (5.5). Combined
CO2 105g/km. Figures are provided for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical
procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results. Fuel consumption and CO2 produced varies significantly depending on a number of factors,
including the accessories fitted (post-registration), driving style, conditions, speed and vehicle load. All models and grades are certified according to the World Harmonised Light
VehicleTestProcedure(WLTP),whichreplacestheNewEuropeanDrivingCycletestprocedure(NEDC).AllCO2 figuresquotedareNEDCequivalent.ThismeanstheCO2 figuresare
basedonthenewWLTPtestprocedurebutcalculated(usingastandardEuropeancalculationmethod)toallowcomparisonwiththeNEDCtestprocedureandwillbeusedtocalculate
vehicletaxonfirstregistration.AllmpgfiguresquotedarefullWLTPfigures.Moreinformationcanbefoundbyvisiting:www.vehicle-certification-agency.gov.uk/fcb/wltp.asp
Model shown is RAV4 Hybrid Design 2.5 FWD Automatic at £31,990 including in optional Pearlescent paint at £795. Prices correct at time of being published. 5 year/100,000 mile manufacturer warranty. Terms and
conditions apply. *0% APR Representative only available on new retail orders of RAV4 between 1st April 2019 and 30th June 2019 and registered and financed through Toyota Financial Services by 30th September
2019 on a 24 month AccessToyota (PCP) plan with 0%-35% deposit. ^Payment shown is based on a 24 month AccessToyota (PCP) contract with £7,850.50 customer deposit and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final
Payment. Toyota Financial Services is a trading name of Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC; registered office Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated bythe Financial Conduct Authority.
Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. 8,000 miles per annum,
excess miles over contracted charged at 12p per mile. Toyota Centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Participating Toyota Centres. Affordable finance through AccessToyota (PCP). Terms and conditions apply.
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TACKLING OUR CLIMATE
EMERGENCY TOGETHER
We know what our environment means to you and how crucial it is
to protect our Borough from pollution and other long-term damage.
Only by choosing to take action and then working together can
we avert a planet-wide environmental catastrophe. Although
this is a global issue, local actions matter.
We take our environmental responsibilities seriously which is
why we plan to declare a Climate Emergency in the Wokingham
Borough and have set ourselves the target of being carbon
neutral by 2030. This is a tough challenge, but one we can
achieve if we work together.
Council is due to debate the Climate Emergency Declaration
when it meets on 18 July. If, as we hope, this is approved, we
would then be seeking both partners and ideas to put this
declaration into action in order to reduce our carbon footprint
and make a real difference to the Borough’s environment.
We do not have all the details yet, but we do know we will need
to focus on:

Some of these are things we could do alone, but many are
not, which is why we would be inviting partners across our
communities, our businesses, and our towns and parishes to
work together with us for the long-term good of the Borough.
We would urge anyone or any organisation that cares about
the future of the Borough and our wider environment to get
involved. We will need ideas, passionate commitment and
practical action if we are to set and achieve the ambitious
targets that are needed.
We have already taken steps in the Borough – such as our food
waste recycling service and the introduction of low energy
street lights. But more must be done.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘council 18 July 2019’)

• Quantifying and measuring our carbon footprint
• Reducing congestion, encouraging alternative transport,
and providing more electric charging points
• Protecting our green spaces (including from too much
housing development)
• Improving council properties and assets with greater use
of smart technology, low energy lighting, and increase the
use of renewable energy
• Further reducing waste and increase recycling
• Improving air quality in high emission areas
• Removing unnecessary single use plastics

Executive View
Cllr Gregor Murray, Executive
Member for Climate Emergency
“This is a bold challenge but one
we must succeed at. We need all
residents, businesses, charities,
schools and other organisations
to lead by example and help us
fight climate change.”

W
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Establised 1997

Make domestic cleaning
a chore of the past...

CONSERVATORIES & WINDOWS LTD

Contact Your
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Office:
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•
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Independently owned and operated

Independently owned and operated
Or book your clean online now at:

www.dailypoppins.co.uk
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to 30% off all Doors,
GET WISEUpTO
Windows & Conservatories*
YOUR HEALTH
Head office & showroom:
1 Avondale Road, Fleet, GU51 3BH
leisure provider,
Places
01252 617385

Henry Street Garden Centre,
Arborfield, Berkshire, RG2 9JY
01189 762080

Our new
“We poppin, so you can pop out”
*T&C’s applynow
Leisure,
offers
NHSwww.ccwltd.co.uk
Health
Visit
ourfree
website
or call into one
of our showrooms
Checks at our Borough leisure centres
for people aged 40 to 74.

Helping people like you

The NHS Health Check is designed to spot early signs of
stroke, kidney disease, heart disease, type 2 diabetes
or dementia. It can also help you reduce these risks and
make sure you stay healthy.

Aerial, satellite and home entertainment
installations and servicing
Small Local Company
Bad reception problems solved Multi television points
Network/data cable Flat screen TV mounting
Sky TV Telephone points installation Home cinema
No VAT
07787 938 818 20%
OFF
Citizen
0118 948 5141 Senior
No
VAT
Discount
www.prodigitaltvav.co.uk
prodigitaltvav@gmail.com

. .
. .

To be eligible, you must:
• Not already be diagnosed with diabetes, a heart
condition or kidney disease
• Not be taking statins
• Not had an NHS Health Check in the last five years
• Not already be treated for high blood pressure
• Be registered with a GP surgery in the Wokingham
Borough
Your NHS Health Check will take around 30 minutes and
you don’t need to prepare for it.
Your results are explained and presented in a personalised
booklet so that you know what they mean. You are also
given advice on how to lower any risks you might have.

Executive
View
CLINIC

. . .

for Health, Wellbeing and Adult Services

i.plumber@btinternet.com
www.iplumberuk.com
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Keep up-to-date with
the major developments
In the last few editions we have focused on what’s been happening in
the major developments. But there are other ways to keep abreast with
these new communities as well as be directly involved in them.
Community forums
These are held locally at each of the new developments in Arborfield, Shinfield, South and
North Wokingham. You can find out the latest on their planning applications, and see how
their new roads, schools, community facilities, and parks and open spaces are coming along.
Officers from our planning, highways, community facilities, parks and schools teams, as well
as councillors are on hand to answer your questions. The forums normally run from 7 to 9pm.
Shinfield’s next one is due to be held on 17 July at the Three Mile Cross Church Centre, and
North Wokingham’s on 22 July at The Emmbrook School. Arborfield and South Wokingham’s
most recent events were held in June. The next round of forums for all four major
developments are in October and November.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘community forums’)

Interactive maps
These are a one-stop shop on our website (see link
below) where you can find out what is happening
across each of the major developments including what
planning applications are being considered, when
construction starts on a site, when it finishes, and when
the different parts of each development are complete.

Newsletters
Sign up for just one development, or for as many as you like. You can do this also via our website
(see link below).
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘major developments’)

Community engagement
We also host events with our partners, bringing
together new residents and their neighbours on the
major developments to build a sense of community.
We started this approach with Montague Park which
proved very successful. Across the Borough, we have
organised among other things pub quizzes, picnics
in the new parks, and seasonal family events such as
Easter egg hunts and Christmas carolling.
We also work with the residents to help them form
their own association, Facebook group, or something
of their choice they want to sustain on their own.

Executive View
Cllr Stuart Munro,
Executive Member for
Business and Economic
Development
“Sowing the seeds of
community spirit in these
major developments
is crucial. People make
communities, not bricks
and mortar, so we do all
we can to support them
as they settle in and find
their feet.”
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MAJOR NEW
HIGHWAYS UPDATE
We’re making strategic improvements
to the Borough’s road network to serve
your growing communities.
North Wokingham
Distributor Road
Planning permission has been granted for the
West of Old Forest Road section. Work on its new
habitat area is going well so that it is ready for its
new plants and wildlife this autumn.
The preliminary design for the Ashridge Farm
section is completed. Its planning application
was submitted in April and a decision is due this
summer.
Bell Foundry Lane has reopened now that
widening work on this section have been carried
out. The sections through Keephatch Beech and
Kentwood Farm are nearly completed.

Winnersh Relief Road
Work to widen Lower Earley Way into a dual
carriageway, between the Showcase roundabout
and the Winnersh Relief Road junction, started
at the beginning of this year and is expected
to take up to 14 months. The first phase of this
Lower Earley Way ‘dualling’ has been completed,
so work is now focusing on the northern
carriageway.
Construction of Winnersh Relief Road Phase 2
(B3030 King Street Lane to A329 Reading Road) is
due to start this winter.

South Wokingham Distributor Road
Enabling work for Eastern Gateway section has begun. A planning
application for the Spine Road section, between the Eastern Gateway
and the Tesco roundabout, is due to be submitted this summer
alongside housing applications from the developers.

Barkham Bridge
Work on the bridge’s design continues. Enabling work has started
and construction is due to start towards the end of the year.

Arborfield Cross Relief Road
Construction is due to start this summer and finish autumn 2020.

More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘major new roads’) and/or
(search ‘major new developments newsletter’)
You can also sign up for e-newsletters from our contractor Balfour
Beatty. Simply email the addresses below:
NWDR@balfourbeatty.com (North Wokingham Distributor Road)
SWDR@balfourbeatty.com (South Wokingham Distributor Road)
WRR@balfourbeatty.com (Winnersh Relief Road)
ArborfieldCross@balfourbeatty.com
BarkhamBridge@balfourbeatty.com
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It’s even easier to report highways issues
We have launched a new online highways portal on our website for you
to report a problem and then be kept in the loop while we resolve it.
You can use it to report issues including drainage and flooding issues, potholes, broken traffic lights
and street lights, damaged manholes, broken or missing signs, and obstructions on the road.
The online portal is easy and intuitive to use. As it’s a mapped-based system, similar to Google
Maps, it helps you easily find the location of the issue you’ve reported, and upload photos. It can
also tell you if the issue has already been reported and you can ask to be updated when we’ve
sorted it out.
This online system is one of the ways we are making it easier and faster for you to interact with us
so we can improve our service.
New technology is at the heart of our new highways contract, which started in April. We are
now working with two contractors: WSP for our professional and consultancy services, and
VolkerHighways for maintenance and construction including street lighting, structures, bridges,
drainage, road resurfacing and other highways projects.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘report road problem’ or ‘report it’)

Keep ahead of the traffic
Remember the other easy ways to plan your journeys:
Check out our dedicated highways pages on Facebook ‘Wokingham Borough Council Traffic & Travel’ and Twitter @WBCTrafficAlert
Find all current and future roadworks at www.roadworks.org
Get highways text and email alerts by visiting www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘roadworks’)
For alternative travel ideas and tips, visit: www.myjourneywokingham.gov.uk

New water mains in Nine Mile Ride
South East Water (SEW) plans to install more than 3km of new water mains in
Finchampstead Road, Billing Avenue, Gorse Ride South and Nine Mile Ride, this summer.
The existing pipework along Nine Mile Ride has a history of bursts and is coming to the
end of its working life, so SEW is taking this opportunity to replace the pipe.
The project is also important as it will increase the network’s capacity and ensure local
water pressure is maintained as the community grows.
Work is due to start at the end of July and will sadly involve some significant road closures.
More information:
corporate.southeastwater.co.uk/finchampstead
(to sign up for email and text updates)

Executive View
Cllr Pauline Jorgensen, Executive Member for Highways and Transport
“We continue to work together with utility companies, and our contractors, to carry out multiple works
at the same time where possible to reduce the number of roadworks across the Borough.”
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BUILDING AFFORDABLE AND
SHARED OWNERSHIP HOMES
This summer is a busy time for our local housing company,
Wokingham Housing (WHL). Having completed nine new
affordable rent and shared ownership homes at Norton Road in
May, attention now moves to the 70 plus homes coming next.
Gorrick Square
Work has started on this three-bed bungalow in Wokingham. It is being built specifically to meet the complex requirements
of three young adults with long term care needs so that they can live independently with full-time support on site. Its central
location as well as its bespoke design, created with input from occupational therapists, is fully wheelchair accessible with wide
corridors and room widths, space to install mobility hoists between rooms, wheelchair accessible bathrooms and a wheelchair
accessible kitchen with adjustable height kitchen units.
Gorrick Square is a great example of how WHL is meeting a long standing need for highly specialised and customised housing for
specific groups of local people in the Borough, while also providing them with options for long term living.

Gorse Ride
In Finchampstead, work has begun on the first phase of our £30million redevelopment of this residential estate to replace
those homes that no longer meet housing standards.
WHL is overseeing the construction of the 46 new homes in this first phase, which will be available for social rent and shared
ownership with three of them for purchase by existing homeowners on the estate. These new homes will range from two,
three and four-bed houses to one and two-bed apartments.
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The planning application for this second
phase is due to be submitted later this
year.
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This phase of the project focuses on
the former site of Cockayne Court and
some of the surrounding properties
in Arnett Avenue. Gorse Ride South’s
existing strong community has been
involved in the plans from the start to
re-energise this tired estate. Phase one
will also provide housing for some estate
residents who will temporarily decant
into them to enable the demolition and
construction of the new homes in phase
two.
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Tape Lane
In Tape Lane in Hurst, construction of 11 new traditional council houses for social rent are nearing completion. WHL is overseeing
this project on behalf of our housing service, creating new homes fitting neatly into the community.
Tape Lane is a milestone development because it heralds our return to the ‘business of building’. Initiatives such as Tape Lane mean
we can increase our housing stock within the Borough by also providing good quality council housing.
These new homes will be owned and maintained for our tenants by our housing and revenue teams.

Woodley Age Concern
Earlier this year WHL was granted planning
permission for ten new three-bed family
homes in Woodley. These traditional brick
homes will be built on the former Woodley
Age Concern site in South Lake Crescent
because there is high demand for affordable
housing in this part of the Borough. They will
also complement the surrounding community
as well as benefit from nearby shopping,
schools, a library, shops and access to health
services.
The new homes will be a mix of rental and
shared ownership.
Their construction is due to start later this
year once a contractor has been found.
WHL is also due to complete four other
properties for shared ownership, across the
Borough this summer, at Middlefields in
Ruscombe and Finch Road in Earley.

Executive View
Cllr John Kaiser, Deputy Leader of the
Council, Executive Member for Finance
and Housing
More information:
www.helptobuysouth.co.uk (for details on properties
available for shared ownership or sales)
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘shared ownership’ or
‘affordable rent’ to register)
www.wokinghamhousing.co.uk
Follow WHL on Twitter @wokinghamhl

“Affordable rent homes are at least 20%
lower than the market rent of an area, so
they’re cheaper than renting privately. If
you cannot afford the mortgage on 100%
of a home, under shared ownership you
buy a share of your home - between 35 and 75% of its value
- and pay rent on the remaining. When you can afford to later
on, you buy more of what’s outstanding.”

30 Summer 2018

www.facebook.com/wokinghamboroughcouncil

Sending your plastic waste to landfill is wasteful
and as much as three times more expensive than
recycling the same amount.
By recycling more, re3 residents help to
protect the environment and save money.
Helping to maintain services that matter
to you such as: education, adult care
or green spaces.
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THE ‘ATTENBOROUGH’ EFFECT
The TV series Blue Planet II has highlighted the blight of plastic. So we asked re3
whether the ‘Attenborough effect’ is effecting how much plastic is being recycled.
“Last year, we not only saw a growing movement of switching
to reusable bags or cups, but plastic recycling increased 59%
across re3. This is great, as recycling saves natural resources,
energy, and also provides significant savings to the public
purse because it’s almost three times cheaper than rubbish
disposal. But we can all do more as sadly there are still a lot of
perfectly recyclable items in our blue bags.”

What happens to the plastics?
“They’re taken to the Materials Recycling Facility in Reading
to be separated from other items, squashed and sent for
reprocessing. They are then cleaned and separated by type,
and ground into flakes or beads and melted down to make new
products such as garden furniture, fleece jackets or new bottles
and food trays.”

How can we help to
make sure our plastic
gets recycled?
“The quality of sorted
materials is key. Our sorting
facility does a great job, but
we also rely on teams of
pickers for quality control
and to remove nonrecyclable items. The most
common of these are bags
or black plastic trays. So
we recommend using our
re3cyclopedia app to check
for recyclable items, and rinse your plastics.”

Thanks to you!

Forty-five tonnes of reusable items left by you last year at re3’s Recycling Centres were
donated to the Sue Ryder charity. This raised a fantastic £17,772 to support palliative care.
re3 also found a new home for an additional 630 tonnes of items, including 4,000 bikes.
These went to Precycle, a local company specialising in collecting items to be later sold for
reuse either in the UK or in developing countries.
re3’s Reuse Scheme prevents waste being thrown away, saves money and helps protect our
environment. It covers a diverse range of items that can be re-homed, re-loved and re-used.
So if you are decluttering your home, simply drop your stuff off at a re3 Recycling Centre.
The most popular objects left under the scheme are furniture, books, small electrical items
and vinyl records. But you can also donate things ranging from kitchenware, and ceramics
through to pushchairs, bikes, musical instruments and sport equipment.
More information:
www.re3.org.uk (search ‘reuse scheme’)

Do you use your conservatory
all year round?

BEFORE

AFTER

2 FREE PANELS
THIS MONTH

Top reasons to upgrade your
conservatory roof with Green Space
UK, as chosen by our customers

*Quote Ref WB0719

Installed in 1 day

Mould & condensation

Quieter in bad weather

“What a difference a day
makes as the saying goes, and
yes, that’s all it took to install.”

“This is the best thing
we have done in this
house. Used to run with
condensation and now zero.”

“For the first time in 10 years
we do not have to close the
door to the conservatory
when it rains, as the noise
is minimal and before I
found it difficult to hear
the TV over the loudness of
the rain on the old roof.”

Mr & Mrs Barber, Wells

Warmer in winter
“There is no doubt that the
conservatory is much warmer
than previously, and no, the
room is not darker either!”
David Birch, Chichester

Usable all year round
“The conservatory is now
used throughout all seasons
of the year and is far more
comfortable to sit in whatever
the weather outside.”
Mr & Mrs Gibson, Portishead

Karen Thomas, Chippenham

Cooler in summer
“You could have fried an egg
on the table in there in the
summer, I now look upon the
conservatory as a new room.
It is quiet, restful and cosy.”
Carol Doyle, Surrey

Reduces energy bills
“I’ve already turned the
underfloor heating down.
Lovely job guys, thank you!”

Mr & Mrs Bailey-Webb, Warsash

Eliminates glare
“It immediately stopped
the glare, when the sun
shines, which would have
previously rendered the
conservatory unusable.”
Jason Boyd, Havant

Anne Bird, Bristol

Get a free no obligation quote, call free on:

CONSERVATORY ROOFS

0800 65 25 157
or visit greenspaceconservatories.co.uk

*Finance Subject To Status. T&C’s apply. *Orders
placed by end of July 19. Applies to orders over
8 panels. Smaller orders receive calculated
discount. Not valid for use with any other offer.

