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WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES

“It’s the best home
improvement we have ever made.
Our conservatory is now our dining
room in the garden.”
Mike Millis,
Middleton On Sea

SUBSIDIES
AVAILABLE

LATER THAT DAY

*Quote Ref
WB1219

There are many reasons to change your
conservatory roof with Green Space UK
INSTALLED IN 1 DAY
“What a difference a day makes
as the saying goes, and yes,
that’s all it took to install.”
Mr & Mrs Barber, Wells

WARMER IN WINTER
“There is no doubt that the
conservatory is much warmer
than previously, and no, the
room is not darker either!”

COOLER IN SUMMER
“You could have fried an
egg on the table in the
summer, I now look upon the
conservatory as a new room.
It is quiet, restful and cosy.”
Carol Doyle, Surrey

David Birch, Chichester

REDUCES ENERGY BILLS
“I’ve already turned the
underfloor heating down.
Lovely job guys, thank you!”

USABLE ALL YEAR ROUND
“The conservatory is now
used throughout all seasons
of the year and is far more
comfortable to sit in whatever
the weather outside.”

QUIETER IN BAD WEATHER
“For the first time in 10
years we do not have
to close the door to the
conservatory when it rains.”

Mr & Mrs Gibson, Portishead

Anne Bird, Bristol

Mr & Mrs Bailey-Webb, Warsash

BEFORE

SUBSTANTIAL
SUBSIDIES
AVAILABLE
We’re planning to make insulation
a must have addition to every
conservatory across the UK. We are
therefore offering a SUBSTANTIAL
SUBSIDY to a limited number of
suitable properties in selected areas.
To find out more about the benefits
that the Green Space system can
offer and see if your conservatory is
suitable for any potential subsidies,
contact us now.

For a free quote call:

CONSERVATORY ROOFS

0800
65
25
157
www.greenspaceconservatories.co.uk

*Finance subject to status, T&C’s apply.
Subsidies are limited by area and not guaranteed. Putting off your
enquiry could reduce the potential subsidy available to you

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC

Keeping in touch
with us
www.wokingham.gov.uk
customerservice@wokingham.gov.uk
(0118) 974 6000
/wokinghamboroughcouncil
/wokinghamboroughcouncil
@WokinghamBC
/WokinghamBC
Visit us:
Monday to Friday between 8.30am and 5pm
Write to us:
Wokingham Borough Council, Civic Offices,
Shute End, Wokingham RG40 1BN
Find out more information by:
Email and text updates – register at:
www.wokingham.gov.uk/signup

Also in this issue...
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Welcome
I’m very proud to lead the council,
working with a terrific team of
officers and councillors doing
inspirational things; for example
tackling the climate emergency,
challenging traffic congestion
and fighting unplanned building
developments across our Borough.
These really are exciting times.
We hope to open a new library in
Twyford, are building a new leisure
centre in Woodley and schools in
our new communities. Wokingham
town centre’s Peach Place is coming
alive and Elms Field is bustling
with families. Income from this
regeneration is now supporting
other things we do for the whole
Borough principally children’s and
adult services.
Our officers are thinking outside
the box with climate emergency.
They’re pulling together a detailed
and far-reaching Climate Action
Plan, but your input is crucial.
This is why we’re undertaking a
consultation (page 24) because we
want to hear your great ideas. We’ll
share them along with our plan of
action in the next edition. Carbon
neutrality must and will become
the driving force behind how we do
everything we do.
This edition of this magazine
highlights some of the fantastic
work we’ve already done but also
gives you tips on how you can
join in (pages 16 and 17). We’ve
planted 45,000 new trees across

the Borough (page 24) as well as
scores of natural habitats (page
18). We’re offering a free packet
of wildflower or grassland seeds
to every household in the Borough
(page 19) so you can take part.
Keep up-to-date with our latest
news at: http://news.wokingham.
gov.uk. This is where all our news,
videos and photos are in one place
for you to enjoy at any time.
You can also like us on
Facebook (facebook. com/
wokinghamboroughcouncil) or
follow us on Twitter
(@WokinghamBC).
If you have any questions or
comments, please do email me at:
john.halsall@wokingham.gov.uk
or call: (07939) 041227.
John Halsall
Leader of the Council

Apologies
this e
is slightly la dition
ter than
normal. W
e had to de
lay
its publica
tion until a
fter
the Genera
l Election
because of
purdah.

Editorial: Wokingham Borough Council’s Communications
Engagement & Marketing Team
Design and printed by: Digital Solutions on Amadeus Gloss
90gsm carbon balanced paper

CBP001656

To advertise, or if any other queries about this magazine, including delivery, contact:
cem@wokingham.gov.uk. A pdf version of this magazine is available online at: news.
wokingham.gov.uk/wokingham-borough-news
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POWERING FUTURE GENERATIONS
The climate emergency we face
will hit our children the hardest,
so it is appropriate that our
schools are part of the solution
by installing solar panels on them
as well as libraries, leisure centres
and other buildings.
This advances two of our greatest priorities
as a council – to become carbon neutral by
2030 and give children the best start in life.
We have installed more than £1.5million
worth of solar panels, which we estimate
will pay for themselves within eight years
thanks to the Feed in Tariff. This is a credit
paid to us for any unused electricity our
solar power system sends back to the power
grid.
Half our schools already have active solar
panel arrays on their sites, which not only
helps lower their energy bills but also gives
students the opportunity to learn about
green power.

Executive View
Cllr UllaKarin Clark, Executive Member for
Children’s Services
“To make sure the voices of our children and young
people are rightly heard in the climate emergency
debate, we’ve recruited a specialist officer to work
with them so that they are directly involved in our
vision to become a carbon neutral authority.”

Take a look inside
Bulmershe Leisure Centre
We’re investing more than £14.5million in
the new Bulmershe Leisure Centre, which
is on track to open late spring.
We reached the highest point of its construction in the
summer, and now things are really starting to take shape
inside. The six-lane 25-metre swimming pool is in, and
pipework is connected to the filters. The lifts have been
installed so every part of the centre will be accessible to all.
Work has also started on the suspended ceilings on the first
floor, along with door frames, doors and screens.
The new centre will also have a teaching pool with movable
floor, a bigger gym plus a ‘live well’ (long-term condition) gym,
a four-court sports hall, and an additional studio and café. It
will benefit the whole community by providing up-to-date,
accessible and flexible facilities, as well as preventative health
services.
Once the centre is finished, it will be run by our partners
Places Leisure.

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC
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ADOPT A STREET NEAR YOU
Does litter annoy you, especially where you live? You could join those residents already
taking action. We spoke to Winnersh co-ordinator, David Baker, to find out more.
“We tend to get two types of littering,” said David. “There’s
takeaway food and drink, such as wrappers and cans. People just
drop them when they’ve finished.
“Then there’s carrier bags full of rubbish thrown from car
windows. It’s ironic really. People clean out their cars and shove
it all in a bag, only to dump it onto paths and verges.”
The 11 volunteers in the Winnersh group include people in their
20s to their 70s and represent a variety of occupations. There are
more women than men, and also couples.
David first started picking up litter about six years ago, but then
volunteered to co-ordinate the Winnersh group. He says with more
local volunteers they could better target certain hotspots.

“Your environment cannot be underestimated,” he said. “If your
neighbourhood is clean and tidy, people take more pride in it
even if they’re just passing through.
“I do it because I want to. It cheers people up. Most say thank
you although you always get a few moaners, which is silly. If you
want to change something in society, do something about it.”
David tends to focus on a litter hotspot road near his home and
goes out on Monday mornings for two hours.
“That’s the beauty of this scheme. You do as little or as much
as you want, but even a little makes a difference. There are
residents not in our group who clean outside their homes. It’s all
about community spirit.”

How does it work?
Email us, at the address below, to register your interest to join and we will give you a litter picker, high visibility vest and waste bags.
After that, you are ready to litter pick in your local area or street. Simply put out the litter you have collected alongside your normal
weekly household rubbish. If you run out of bags, contact us and we will supply you with more.
We have many active groups across the Borough as well individuals taking part. During the past year, we’ve seen a 24% increase in
families and children volunteering and we have given out some 1,700 bags meaning we now have more than 150 streets adopted
by residents and community groups.
More information:
community.engagement.localtities@wokingham.gov.uk
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The fight against fly-tippers
We are cracking down on fly-tipping
in a number of ways. Under Country
Watch, we are teaming up with parish
councils, landowners and businesses
to stamp out waste dumped at
roadsides and beauty spots across the
Borough.
We have also been issuing Fixed Penalty Notices for flytipping which come with immediate fines of either £400
or £80 depending on the size of the rubbish left. We have
issued more than 40 fines this year with this new approach.
You are our eyes around the Borough but if you see
someone fly-tipping:
• Don’t put yourself at risk by challenging them
• When it’s safe, take the registration plate of the vehicle
(if there is one)
• Take photos, try and get a few close-ups of the waste and
identifying features such as labels, addresses or logos
• Report it online (see the link below) and upload your
photos as supporting evidence
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk
(search ‘report it’ then ‘fly-tipping’)

Executive View
Cllr Parry Batth, Executive
Member for Environment and
Leisure
“We’ve so far planted 45,000 new
trees across the Borough, our food
waste service has helped increase
recycling to 56% and our new
approach to eradicating fly-tipping
is seeing results.”

New Year, new collections!
Food waste collections will soon be
available to more than 5,000 flats across the
Wokingham Borough as part of our plan
to recycle more than 50% of all household
waste by the end of 2020.
The service was successfully rolled out to houses last April, and thanks
to your dedication our recycling rate has already increased by 6%. We
couldn’t introduce the scheme to flats at the same time as houses because
flats are more complicated with communal bin areas and different
management companies which also need to be factored into our planning.
If you live in flats, an indoor food waste caddy and caddy liners will be
delivered to your block, plus an outside communal bin for your whole
building. We will then collect your food waste on the same day as your
current general rubbish and recycling.
We will be rolling out the scheme to flats in phases and will send you a letter when yours is about to start.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘food waste’)

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC
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KEEPING THE BOROUGH MOVING
Congestion is one of our most common and frequently reported
concerns. We are taking bold action to combat this and cut our
carbon footprint in the process.
It is a delicate juggling act coordinating roadworks and
minimising congestion so that they do not clash. Our new
intelligent transport systems will keep traffic moving as
well as help the environment.
We are continuing to install responsive traffic light
systems across the Borough, with smart software,
allowing signals to work intelligently based on traffic
demand during the day.
As the traffic signals are upgraded, you should begin to
notice reduced delays and improved journey times thanks
to a combination of cameras and sensors within the
network to generate information about how you use the
roads.
Compiling this information means we will be able to react
faster to queuing and congestion by adjusting the lights’
signal phasing. It could be however that parking controls
or something more major is needed such as improving a
junction.
In the future, live traffic data will feed directly onto road
user apps and roadside information, suggesting best
routes, adjusting speed limits and guiding you to car parks
with available spaces. All of this will help improve air
quality and reduce congestion in our busiest areas, make
journey times easier to predict, and avoid unnecessary
driving around looking for parking spaces.

Managing roadworks across the Borough
Our Streetworks team grants the permits for roadworks. They have
the responsibility of making sure roads and utility mains are kept up to
standard, as well as coordinating with large events happening in the
Borough to ensure traffic moves as smoothly as possible around them.
It is a difficult balance to strike, with more than 15,000 applications
coming in each year, trying to help you get around easily while at the
same time ensuring your utility essentials (gas, electricity, water, and
internet for example) are installed and maintained.
Every application is checked for time frames and the type of traffic
management needed, such as temporary lights or road closures. We
will always push for the least disruptive option.
We have laws that prevent newly-resurfaced roads from being
dug up for up to five years, except for new utility customers or in
emergencies.
Emergency works can be some of the most disruptive on our network
but we realise, and you rightly expect, that utility companies must
provide these essential services. With help from our Streetworks
officers, we try to minimise disruption by checking their traffic lights
are manned or are located in a place not hindering your movement.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘streetworks’)
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Open Morning
For entry in 2021 and beyond

Saturday 2 May 2020
Tours start from 9:30am

Closing date for 2020
applications: 31 December 2019

Please contact the Admissions
Team for more information.
Register online: rbcs.org.uk
0118 9335806
An independent Day School for
Boys 11-18 and Girls 16-18

TOYOTA C-HR DESIGN
SELF-CHARGING HYBRID

0% APR £249
Representative
over 24 months*

per month^

Available to Test Drive Now.
Jemca Toyota Bracknell
John Nike Way
Bracknell, Berkshire
RG12 8TN
01344 789789
jemcabracknell.toyota.co.uk

Jemca Toyota Reading
Rose Kiln Lane
Reading, Berkshire
RG2 0LJ
0118 907 9768
jemcareading.toyota.co.uk

Model shown is C-HR Hybrid Design 1.8 VVT-i. Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km): 55.3 (5.1) - 55.8 (4.8). Combined CO2
86 g/km. Figures are provided for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the
same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results. Fuel consumption and CO2 produced varies significantly
depending on a number of factors, including the accessories fitted (post-registration), driving style, conditions, speed and vehicle load. All
models and grades are certified according to the World Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP), which replaces the New European Driving Cycle test
procedure (NEDC). All CO2 figures quoted are NEDC equivalent. This means the CO2 figures are based on the new WLTP test procedure but calculated (using a
standard European calculation method) to allow comparison with the NEDC test procedure and will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. All mpg
figures quoted are full WLTP figures. More information can be found by visiting: www.vehicle-certification-agency.gov.uk/fcb/wltp.asp
Model shown is C-HR Hybrid Design 1.8 VVT-i £28,550 including optional metallic paint at £545. Prices correct at time of being published. 5 year/100,000 mile manufacturer warranty. Terms and conditions apply. *0%
APR Representative only available on new retail orders of C-HR between 1st October 2019 and 31st October 2019 and registered and financed through Toyota Financial Services by 31st March 2020 on a 24 month
AccessToyota (PCP) plan with 0%-35% deposit. ^Payment shown is based on a 24 month AccessToyota (PCP) contract with £7,006 customer deposit and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final Payment. Toyota
Financial Services is a trading name of Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC; registered office Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Indemnities
may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. 8,000 miles per annum, excess
miles over contracted charged at 10p per mile. Toyota Centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Participating Toyota Centres. Affordable finance through AccessToyota (PCP). Terms and conditions apply.

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC

Winter 2019

“OUR QUALITY OF LIFE HAS
IMPROVED DRAMATICALLY.”
Carers are the unsung heroes of
our community. Helping vulnerable
adults and their carers stay safe
and happy in their own homes is
crucial.
Our specialist Technology Enabled
Care (TEC) team uses the latest
technology to improve families’
quality of life.
Bonnie, 26, has profound global development delay which
affects her ability to learn to walk or talk, pick up new
skills, and interact with others socially and emotionally.
Bonnie suffers multiple seizures every day, so mum
Beverley contacted our TEC team for help.
“I wanted to find out if there was any equipment
available that could help with Bonnie’s care, particularly
helping to monitor her seizures, especially at night.
“I thought Bonnie may have been experiencing still
seizures, where her heart rate was elevated but with no
movement in her body. The signs for this type of seizure
are very subtle and I would worry, especially at night,
not knowing if she would need medical assistance.”
Significant seizures could be potentially life-threatening for
Bonnie.
“We wanted to continue to have Bonnie at home with
us, and to look after her, but I would be up for more than
24 hours worrying she would have a seizure while I was
asleep. It was the only way I thought I could keep her
safe but it was physically impossible to keep an eye on
her day and night.”
Our team worked with Beverley and Bonnie looking
at different ways we could improve their quality of
life. Bonnie was one of the first in the country to trial
PulseGuard, worn on her wrist, which monitors changes
in her pulse rate; a big indicator that she is about to have
a seizure. If it gets too high an alert is sent to a carer’s
mobile device.

“Before, I would stay up for 24 hours or more with
Bonnie making sure she was alive, making sure she was
breathing. Now I can sleep. I can also leave her with
carers as I don’t have to rely on people recognising the
subtle signs of her seizures.
“I’m so thankful for the support the TEC team gave us.
I know it can be daunting but the technology is easy
to operate and importantly, these new advances in
technology can saves lives. It has saved Bonnie’s life.”
More information:
(0118) 977 8606
tec@optalis.org
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Keeping well
this winter
Here are some top tips for
keeping fit and healthy, banish
those horrible winter blues, and
help keep you and your family
in tip top condition.
Keep your home warm – keep your bedroom at
18˚c overnight, if possible. To keep the heat in,
late at night, draw your curtains and keep doors
closed.
Be prepared – keep an eye on weather updates
via the Met Office or local news so you can prepare
for cold, ice, snow, winds and flooding.
Protect your health – get outdoors in natural
daylight. Going for a walk helps warm your body up.
When indoors, avoid sitting still for long periods.
Stretch your legs around the house to help keep
warm.
And remember to check on your older neighbours
and relatives to see they are safe, warm and have
enough food and medicine.
More information:
www.nhs.uk/staywell

Executive View
Cllr Charles Margetts, Executive Member
for Health, Wellbeing and Adult Services
“There are many ways to keep active in
this weather, whatever your energy levels.
Even a brief walk to the shops, rather than
taking your car, will boost your health and
wellbeing while also being good for the
environment.”

Support for unpaid carers
We are now offering a special rate at our gyms and swimming pools for unpaid carers.
Our Borough is full of wonderful people who work hard to provide love and support to their relatives and loved ones. But
this means they can struggle to take care of themselves because of the amount of time spent looking after others.
To help promote wellbeing, we are offering them a reduced rate when visiting one of our sites operated by our partners
Places Leisure.
If you have unpaid carer status, simply register via our sport and
leisure team (see their contact details below), and you will then
pay just £2.50 for each visit (gym and swim sessions only).
This applies at all our sites including Loddon Valley, Ryeish
Green, Carnival Pool, Arborfield Green and St Crispin’s, as well
as Bulmershe when it reopens next year.
We are also offering a carers’ exercise class at Loddon Valley
Leisure Centre on Thursdays, from 2 to 2.45pm, costing £4. The
class will work on your strength, balance and stamina, to make
day-to-day tasks easier as well as keeping you fit and healthy.
More information:
(0118) 974 3728
sport@wokingham.gov.uk

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC
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Improving your environment
Our work is closely linked to climate change and improving the
environment around us, says the Public Protection Partnership (PPP).
We do this in a number of ways across the Wokingham Borough such as checking the
energy efficiency of commercial air conditioning units, enforcing weight restrictions
on overloaded vehicles, ensuring green energy products are not mis-sold or have
misleading marketing, and checking emissions from taxis and private hire vehicles.
We also monitor air quality and oversee decontamination of contaminated sites so
they can be reused.

What causes air pollution?
In urban areas, the main sources of air pollution come from road transport and
burning solid fuels such as coal and wood. In rural areas, agriculture and industry are
the main contributors.

Air pollution and health
For people in good health, short term moderate exposure should not give any cause
for concern. However, high levels or long term exposure may worsen existing health
problems or lead to new cardiovascular and respiratory conditions. Air pollution can
also be a contributing factor in the onset of heart disease and cancer.
The most vulnerable around us – children and older people – are the most
susceptible to the effects of air pollution.

PPP action in air pollution hotspots
In Twyford, we have been looking at short and medium term options to improve
traffic light timing. During the summer, we carried out a review of on-street parking
controls by assessing residents’ parking as well as conducting a traffic survey. Offstreet parking and commuter parking near Twyford station was also included. We
hope to soon announce the results of this.
We are also putting information banners on lampposts in air pollution hotspots across
the Borough such as in Twyford, Peach Street in Wokingham, and Barkham Road in
Barkham, to raise awareness about air pollution.
One effective way to improve the air quality in our Borough is to simply cut your car
engine when in stationary traffic.
The PPP is a shared service delivering environmental health, licensing and trading
standards across Wokingham Borough, Bracknell Forest, and West Berkshire councils.
More information:
www.publicprotectionpartnership.org.uk
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Your Child, Their Journey, Our Focus
Yateley Manor is a Leading Independent Prep School for Girls and Boys 2 - 13 Years

Open Mornings last Friday of each month
www.yateleymanor.com

01252 405500

registrar@yateleymanor.com

SELF-CHARGING HYBRID

ALL NEW LEXUS UX
5.9% APR £1,000
REPRESENTATIVE*

HYBRID DEPOSIT
ALLOWANCE*

LEXUS READING
Rose Kiln Lane, Reading, RG2 0HS
0118 907 9769
www.lexus.co.uk/reading

Model shown is UX F SPORT (£33,905) with an optional Tech and Safety Pack at £1,800, including optional metallic paint at £570. (£36,275) Exact fuel consumption figures
for model shown in mpg (l/100km) combined: 50.4 (5.6) and CO2: 97 g/km. UX front wheel drive model range in mpg (l/100km) official fuel consumption figures: combined
49.5 (5.7) – 53.2 (5.3). Figures are provided for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures.
These figures may not reflect real life driving results. Fuel consumption and CO2 produced varies significantly depending on a number of factors, including the accessories fitted
(post-registration), driving style, conditions, speed and vehicle load. All models and grades are certified according to the World Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP),
which replaces the New European Driving Cycle test procedure (NEDC). All CO2 figures quoted are NEDC equivalent. This means the CO2 figures are based on the new WLTP
test procedure but calculated (using a standard European calculation method) to allow comparison with the NEDC test procedure and will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first
registration. All mpg figures quoted are full WLTP figures. More information can be found by visiting: www.vehicle-certification-agency.gov.uk/fcb/wltp.asp.
*5.9% APR Representative and £1000 Hybrid Deposit Allowance only available on new retail orders of UX between 1st October 2019 and 16th December 2019, registered and financed by 31st March 2020 on a 42 month Lexus Connect
(PCP) plan with 0%-35% deposit. Lexus Financial Services is a trading name of Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC; registered office Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, Surrey, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. 8,000 miles per annum,
excess miles over contracted charged at 12p per mile. Lexus Centres are independent of Lexus Financial Services. Participating Lexus Centres. Affordable finance through Lexus Connect (PCP). Terms and conditions apply. All information
contained in this advertisement was correct at the time of going to print. Please note that while every effort is made to reproduce accurate information, we reserve the right to change specification, equipment and availability without prior notice.
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Join the annual community litter pick
Following 2019’s successful annual litter pick, our Localities
team is now starting to plan 2020’s.
It is due to take place on the weekend of 27 and 28 March, and is run
in conjunction with Keep Britain Tidy’s Great British Spring Clean.
This will be the 12th community Litter pick we have organised and
during the years thousands of you have given up your time to tidy up
your communities. We get a lot of families coming along as it’s a great
way to educate children in the importance of looking after our world.
The 2019 litter pick saw 25 groups across the Wokingham Borough
collect more than 30 tonnes of litter.
You get to choose which of the two days, and time, you want to hold
your event as well as in which area you wish to litter pick.
We provide the litter pickers and rubbish bags and arrange for the
waste to be collected at the end of the event. No experience is
necessary but we do suggest you wear gloves and sturdy shoes.
More information:
community.engagement.localities@wokingham.gov.uk

Fighting unwanted developments
We have set aside a £630,000 ‘fighting
fund’ to oppose the increasing number
of speculative planning applications
for developments in unsustainable
locations across the Borough, on
land not allocated for them.
Although we refuse these planning applications, developers can
appeal our decision to the national Planning Inspectorate despite
local house building meeting government requirements.
When this magazine went to print, there were a number of our refusals we
expect to have to defend, including 216 homes on land east of Finchampstead
Road and 118 homes north of Nine
Mile Ride in Finchampstead. An
appeal against the Cemex decision
Executive View
at Bridge Farm has not yet been
lodged but the applicant has until
Cllr Wayne Smith, Executive Member for Planning and
23 February to do so.
Enforcement
We cannot change the law, but we
“One reason why we’re prey to speculative planning
can make sure our planning and
applications is because our long-term strategy - the
legal arguments are as strong as
Local Plan - to provide the homes required is coming to
possible and this fighting fund will
its end and needs extending. We’ve been working on
help us do that. We have appeals
this new plan for some time and have carried out public
already set that could mean more
consultations guiding it. We intend to consult again in
than 600 homes, and we know
the next few months before the plan is finalised.”
there will be more to come.
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All doing our bit to help
Along with many people throughout the country and the world, there is
one topic on our minds... climate change and the environment.
I too am concerned, not for myself but for that of our future generations.
Please do take part in the Council’s consultation, running until 31
December, asking for your environmentally-friendly tips (see page 24 of
this magazine for more details). It is a crucial part of the Council’s Climate
Change Action Plan. You may already have some fabulous ideas we could
use and share.
We can all do things to improve our situation. Even little things count.
We can all turn off our engines when stationary, use bicycles if we can for
shorter trips, take our litter home and not leave it blighting our beautiful
Borough, and take shopping bags with us to avoid using new carriers.
Saving our planet starts with saving our towns and communities, and will
ultimately save our children’s lives.
I look forward to meeting many more of you during my term of office,
listening to your concerns as well as your many happy stories of living in
our Borough.
Cllr Bill Soane
Wokingham Borough Mayor

Borough Mayor, Cllr Bill Soane, trying out an
electric bike at Celebrate Age at Loddon Valley
Leisure Centre this autumn.

A DECADE ON PATROL
From building egg rockets to visiting leisure centres and residential
care homes, junior wardens are set for another busy year.
The project is run by our community engagement team, along with partner schools, and is now ten years old.
As a part of their extra curriculum activities, the scheme focuses on engaging year six children in initiatives around the
Borough. The youngsters spend time at local libraries and with community groups, meeting people across all generations.
Along with outdoor games, adventurous trips and visits, these activities shape their citizenship skills and develop a sense of
neighbourhood pride. Positive life habits are also created by learning about the environment, health and wellbeing.
Junior wardens become community champions
and real role models for those around them.
“We feel very privileged to have had the junior
warden scheme running here at Westende
Junior School for many years,” said Andrea
Sykes, headteacher at the school. “The activities
give our children a more rounded, caring and
considerate attitude towards the Borough.”
We would like to thank Westende Junior,
Radstock Primary and Southlake Primary
schools for their continuous commitment to the
programme.
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A GREENER TOWN CENTRE
It has been an exciting year for Wokingham town centre.
Peach Place is establishing itself as a go-to location with its
new range of shops and eateries, pedestrianised square, and
outdoor entertainment space.
There will be lots more activity in the coming months as key
workers such as nurses, care workers and police officers start to
move into their new affordable apartments around the square.
Elms Field is also progressing quickly with the new play area
and park remaining popular despite the changing weather, and
businesses such as the Aldi food store and Premier Inn open.
Work on the rest of Elms Field remains on target to complete
this spring, with the new Everyman Cinema set to open any day.
Plans for the new Carnival Leisure Centre and
Library complex have also been updated with lots of
additional facilities included such as a children’s soft
play, Clip ‘n Climb adventure climbing centre, splash
pad by the pool, and a new spa area.
But it isn’t all about the new businesses in the
town as our regeneration has also been helping to
increase the town centre’s green credentials.
The new buildings have been designed to meet the
international BREEAM very good rating because
of their solar panels installed where possible to
generate renewable energy, material choices such
as energy-efficient LED lighting, and air source heat

pumps to help reduce carbon emissions from the commercial
units. BREEAM stands for Building Research Establishment
Environmental Assessment Method, and for nearly 30 years it
has been a global method of assessing, rating and certifying the
sustainability of buildings.
Landscaping and planting proposals for the regeneration include
a range of features such as wildflower beds and a focus on
native shrubs and trees, all of which will support wildlife and
encourage biodiversity in the town centre.
Greener travel is being encouraged with cycle parking across
all the sites along with a fixed bike pump at Peach Place to help
with repairs.

Executive View
Cllr Charlotte Haitham Taylor, Executive
Member for Regeneration
“In addition to the new drinking water fountain
we’ve installed at Peach Place, there’s also one
planned for Elms Field and we’re already being
asked when we’re installing them elsewhere in
the Borough. A plastic bottle can take 450 years
to degrade in landfill.”
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GREEN IS THE
NEW RED ALERT!

We have declared a climate emergency with the commi
To reach this goal, and help our environment in other w

INDIVIDUAL ACTIONS ARE IMPORTANT:
Reusable plastic bottles

Eat seasonal and local

We have some of the best quality drinking water in the UK,
but nationally we throw away an estimated seven billion
plastic water bottles every year. We must all stop buying lots
of little plastic bottles of water. Just buy one bottle and refill
that – either from the tap, or decant filtered water from
the fridge or from a large bottle of bought water. The Peach
Place redevelopment in Wokingham town centre now has a
public drinking fountain so it’s even easier to fill up your own
bottle. As this magazine went to print, we were also in the
process of banning single-use plastic bottles in our council
offices at Shute End.

Eating locally grown produce in season not only supports
local businesses but it also means the food has a reduced
environmental cost as it has not travelled as far. Local food
also often has less wasteful packaging.

Unplug electronics
Anytime a cord is plugged into a socket it is drawing energy,
even if a device is not charging or turned on. So, if you can,
pull the plug.

ABILITY
SUSTAIN
GROUPS

Wokingham Borough has a host of
sustainability and environmental groups,
and individuals, doing their bit to reduce
their carbon footprints.
David Lamont, from Wokingham, runs
the blog Plastic Free Home on Facebook
(search ‘plasticfreehomeuk’) and has been
a leading light with his insights. He even
received a letter of praise from Sir David
Attenborough.
Other groups across the Borough
include Greener Wokingham, the Earley
Environmental Group, Friends of the Emm
Brook, and Make Twyford Green.

Eat less meat
If we’re really serious about reducing our carbon footprint,
cutting down on our meat consumption is a great way to do
this. Try meat-free Mondays, save meat for the weekends, or
go flexitarian.

Use a washing line
The tumble dryer uses lots of electricity so simply hanging
clothes outside in dry weather can really help. In winter, use
an airer or hang it over doors and radiators.

USING
D
E
R CYCLE
S
L
IA
MATER

Where we can, we use recycled materials
to help reduce our carbon footprint.
For example, our rapidly expanding
network of cycleways and greenways are
made using up to 75% re-used vehicle
tyres.
This permeable surfacing reduces flood
risk as well as reducing our carbon
footprint. You can see examples of these
surfaces at Dinton Pastures and California
Country Park.
More than 30km of greenways are due to
be installed across the Borough in the next
decade.
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We use Carbon
Balanced Paper in
this magazine. This
means
the carbon impact
of its
paper has been ba
lanced
or offset by the
World Land Trust.

itment to make this Borough carbon neutral by 2030.
ways, we can work together.

Conserve water

Fashion sense

Take shorter showers, turn off the
tap when brushing your teeth, and
avoid using the toilet as a rubbish
bin. Even though it sometimes
feels like we have plenty of water
thanks to our British weather,
water is actually a finite resource
and we need to use less.

We all buy far more than we need and then throw it out. But did you know that up to
25% of material gets wasted during the production process alone and goes straight to
landfill? Textile dyeing is also the second largest polluter of clean water globally, after
agriculture. So, buy second hand or learn how to mend or redesign your existing clothes.
And always donate your unwanted clothes to charity and textile recycling bins.

Drive less
Cars produce a significant chunk of
our carbon footprint. See page 26.

Recycling waste and food
see pages 6 and 21.

OTHER
IDEAS

Upcycling
This is when you reuse discarded objects or material to
create a product of a higher quality or value than the
original. You can do it with just about any object. So if
your sofa looks tatty and needs a new cover, or your
dining room chairs need sprucing up, let your
creativity flow.

Create a wildlife area in your garden
see pages 18 and 19.

• Ensure your home is fully insulated
• Buy energy efficient appliances
• Flexible working to reduce your
commute
• Switch to 30 degrees washing clothes
• Say no to plastic bags
• Take your own mug to the coffee
shop

Calculate your own carbon footprint
www.footprint.wwf.org.uk
www.carbonfootprint.com/calculator

DON’T
FORGET

to tell us your grea
t
environmentallyfriendly ideas.
See page 24.

Executive View
Cllr Gregor Murray, Executive
Member for Climate Emergency
“Our Climate Emergency Action
Plan is coming together and we’ll
tell you all about it in the next
edition. In the meantime, we
urge anyone or any organisation
that cares about the future of
this Borough, and our planet, to
get involved. Ideas, passionate
commitment and practical action are needed to set and
achieve our ambitious targets.”
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Sowing the seeds
of biodiversity
We started creating native wildflower and grassland areas in our parks and open
spaces three years ago. Not only do they help cut our carbon footprint because we are
using less fuel to mow them, but habitats such as these are superb at capturing carbon.
This year alone we have added and expanded wildflower sites at Riverside Park and
Kitwood Drive in Earley, Woosehill Spine Road in Wokingham, Hurricane Way in
Woodley, and Aphelion Way in Shinfield.
We hope to continue introducing new wildflower areas and grassland sites across
the Borough and are keen to hear your suggestions for new areas you think might
be suitable within our parks and open spaces. Please contact us at the ‘localities and
environmental’ email at the end of this article with the subject line “biodiversity”.
Re-introducing wildflowers to grasslands benefit these natural corridors through our
urban landscapes. They provide a refuge for species declining in the wild and help
wildlife to move freely.
But it is not just public parks and open spaces that can be transformed. With
habitat loss the greatest threat to biodiversity across the globe, private gardens
are crucial pieces holding together an increasingly fragmented natural landscape.
Wildlife given access to gardens can often avoid riskier and sometimes fatal routes
such as crossing roads.
We aren’t suggesting that you let your garden go completely wild. But you could
keep your grass long in a small section during winter. Or create a wildflower
patch at the edge. Perhaps leave a pile of leaves and sticks in a hidden corner for
animals. Or have a log pile. Your new animal neighbours could also benefit you. Hedgehogs help to
eat slugs and snails. Some of those winter insects are food for the birds. Other insects are natural predators of garden pests, waiting
to wake up in spring and work for you.
If you’d like help to compost in your own garden and create
another great habitat for wildlife, we offer compost bins at a
subsidised cost. See the website address below.
More information:
localities.environmental@wokingham.gov.uk
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘compost’)

FREE OFFER!
To help you create your own wildflower
patch, we are giving away a free packet
of seeds to every household in the
Borough receiving a copy of this edition
of the magazine. Simply present the
coupon on the opposite page to Henry
Street Garden Centre in Arborfield to
get your free packet.
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How to keep your
garden good for
the environment.

3. GROW
YOUR OWN

Growing your own food is
cheaper and it also
reduces your
environmental impact.

1. GO WILD

Wild flowers are easy to
grow and maintain. They
also attract butterflies &
bees, who with declining
numbers need our help!

4. REUSE &
RECYCLE

Collect your own rainwater
with a water butt and make
your own compost with a
compost bin.

For more information and products to help
you turn your garden environmentally friendly
visit Henry Street Garden Centre today!
www.henrystreet.co.uk

2. HOUSE
A HOG

From Hedgehog
homes to bird
boxes and bug
hotels, make your
local wild life feel
comfortable and at
home in your
garden.

Henry Street Garden Centre,
Swallowfield Rd, Reading,
Arborfield RG2 9JY

"
USE THIS VOUCHER AT
HENRY STREET GARDEN
CENTRE TO CLAIM
A FREE
PACK OF
WILD FLOWER
SEEDS

F OT 0 0 1

Offer valid 16.12.19 – 29.2.20
Only one coupon per transaction • Offer whilst stocks last
Redemption value 0.001p • Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer
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WOKINGHAM
BOROUGH

When you recycle, you are helping to protect the
environment and turning your waste into a resource!

Plastic collected from re3 households is recycled
in the UK!

go
od
to
kn
ow

Each time you recycle, you generate savings that
help to maintain services that matter to you
e.g. education, adult care or green spaces.

Use our free re3cyclopedia app
and check the new plastic guide!
open the camera app
and scan

Search ‘plastic recycling’ on www.re3.org.uk
/re3recycling

@re3recycling

/re3recycling

www.twitter.com/WokinghamBC
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CLIMATE CHANGE BEGINS AT HOME
Sir David Attenborough’s influential TV programme
Our Planet has arguably kick-started a new era of
environmental awareness, says re3.
This year it’s been supported by public awareness, on a massive scale across the globe, with 16-year-old Greta Thunberg at the
forefront. Recycle Now says more than 60% of UK households have increased their recycling because of environmental concerns.
In July, Wokingham Borough Council declared a climate emergency taking an important step towards becoming carbon neutral.
To achieve this the council is calling on you - its residents, businesses, charities and schools - to work alongside them and embrace
initiatives that help to address climate change.
Waste prevention and recycling are two of the most important practices to help
reduce greenhouse emissions, and thanks to the council’s food waste collection we
can now do more in the fight against climate change; all from our own homes.
Methane is a greenhouse gas, 23 times more potent than carbon dioxide, and is
produced when organic materials decompose in landfills. When you recycle your
food waste, re3 sends it to an anaerobic digestion plant where it is broken down
by bacteria. Methane is released and captured and used to create electricity. The
process also creates a bio-fertiliser for farming.
Recycling also decreases the need to extract virgin resources from forests, oil
reserves and mines to make products and packaging. This means less energy is
consumed to manufacture and transport products and their packaging. As a result,
less carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions are generated. With every
item you recycle or reuse, you help reduce greenhouse gases and protect the
climate.
re3 is a waste management partnership for Wokingham, Bracknell Forest and
Reading.
More information:
www.re3.org.uk

WELL DO
NE
TO YOU!

By the end of the summer,
Wokingham Borough’s residents
recycled more than 1,800 tonnes
of food waste generating enough
electricity to power 166 average
size homes on an ongoing basis.
And these five months of effort
also reduced greenhouse gases
equivalent to taking 5,227 cars off
the road!

Are you a small local trader
looking for an easy and
affordable way to dispose and
recycle your waste?
re3 is trialling a new trade waste
service for local micro-sized
businesses that produce small
amounts of waste of a similar
nature to householders.
Places on the trial are limited.
To sign up, complete the online
application form on re3’s website
(search ‘trade waste trial’).
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Making a difference locally
Cancer
Champions

Community
Navigators

Wokingham Cancer Support
Network

Wokingham Borough Community
Navigation Scheme

Established to assist those living in
Wokingham Borough who are affected
by cancer, the network offers peer to peer
support, monthly meet ups, an online chat
facility and signposting information. If you are
newly diagnosed, undergoing or have recently
left treatment, we are here to help.

Our local signposting project is set up to help
people to find social or physical activities in
their community. This free service is available
to all residents of Wokingham Borough or
those registered with a borough GP but living
elsewhere.

Both our Cancer Champion and Community Navigation services are
offered through Involve Community Services.

www.involve.community or phone 01344 304404

Enter code

WBC10

to get A
10% discount

Bed linen | Bath linen

Independent service rating
Free delivery to UK
mainland for orders
over £50

Kitchen linen | Table linen

4.7 / 5.0

t: 01491 575310 e: help@thegreatknot.com

www.thegreatknot.com
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GORSE RIDE LATEST
The regeneration of the Gorse
Ride estate in Finchampstead
is moving along. The whole
project is due to take about
ten years and is being done in
several phases.
The first phase, at the end of Arnett Avenue
including Cockayne Court, is well underway.
Construction of 46 new homes started this autumn
and is expected to be finished late 2020. There will
be ten three-bed houses and 36 one and two-bed
flats. The homes will be available for social rent,
affordable rent, shared ownership, and buyable on
the open market.
Phase two will cover the main Gorse Ride estate
and is due to be built in three stages. There will be
249 new homes for social rent, shared ownership
and buyable on the open market. We hope to soon
submit the planning application for this phase.
All of Gorse Ride’s tenants and resident
homeowners have the option to be rehoused on
the new estate.

Executive View
Cllr John Kaiser, Deputy Leader of the
Council, Executive Member for Finance and
Housing
“Gorse Ride is more than just houses, it’s a
community. We aim to retain this community
feel while regenerating the outdated 1970s
homes.”

A new chapter in Shinfield
We have opened a new community library at the Shinfield Rise
Community Flat, at 36 Frensham Green.
Our Localities Service worked with local schools to pick 300 books appealing to all ages with a range of fiction and non-fiction
titles for primary age children, picture books for the under-fives, and a teen collection.
It works the same as our other libraries. If you already have a
library card you can start to borrow books straight away. If not,
simply sign up at the Community Flat.
It is open Mondays from 3 to 5pm, and Thursdays 11am to 1pm
and then 3 to 5pm, term time only.
As the new library opened in the summer, its young bookworms
took part in our Join the Space Chase Summer Reading Challenge
alongside children at libraries across the Borough. This saw them
borrow and read six library books during the holidays as well as
get stuck into some crafts. Our community engagement team
was on hand at Shinfield to help out.
The Shinfield Rise Community Flat first opened its doors in
November 2012 and hosts a variety of events including housing
surgeries, drop-ins, and resident meetings.
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Trees are our planet’s lungs
Trees absorb carbon dioxide and potentially
harmful gasses from the air, such as sulfur
dioxide and carbon monoxide, and replace
them with oxygen which they release into the
environment. They provide habitats and food
for birds and animals, and help settle out and
trap dust, pollen and smoke from the air.
During the past few years we have planted some 45,000 new trees in
120 hectares of new SANGS (Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace)
we have created across the Borough. This is equivalent to 160 football
pitches. We plan to plant the same amount of space again, in new areas,
during the next five years.
These 11 new SANGS include extensive areas of new woodlands and
wildflower meadows as well as 24 new wildlife ponds.

DID YOU
KNOW?

SANG

Approximate
number of
trees planted

Rooks Nest Wood

10,000

Buckhurst Meadows

6,500

Kentwood Meadows

5,500

Old Forest Rd Meadows

2,500

Hazebrook Meadows

2,500

Shinfield (Langley Mead,
Mays Farm, The Ridge and
Five Acres Field)

3,000

Eldridge Park

4,000

Keephatch Meadows

11,000

One large tree can supply a day’s supply of oxygen for four people. The average tree can clean
up to 48 pounds of carbon dioxide every year.

SHARING GREEN EXPERTISE
There is still time to share your eco-friendly ideas with
us in our survey which finishes on 31 December.
We are keen to hear the tips you use in your everyday lives as well as any ideas
that could help us become a carbon neutral council by 2030.
Following our climate emergency declaration last summer, we have been
drawing up a detailed action plan on how we can achieve this carbon neutral
goal. We will tell you more about it as it develops.
Yet your input into this is also crucial because we cannot do this alone. We all
need to work together - you, local businesses, charities and schools - as many
of you will have fantastic ideas you might already be implementing that could
benefit us all.
Even if you think someone else might have submitted a particular idea in our
survey, please don’t let that stop you. If we get lots of people submitting the
same idea this tells us how important it is.
We will compile the survey feedback and tell you all about the best ideas in the
next edition of this magazine.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘consultations’)
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GREENING THE BOROUGH
Have you visited any of the nature parks built as part of the major new
communities? We have already opened 11 and more are on the way.
restored soil captures carbon from the atmosphere in
addition to the newly-planted trees.
Connecting this green infrastructure in the new communities
gives you a choice of walking routes with differing distances,
both for leisure and transport. These routes link with our
new greenways which in turn are designed so you can
walk or cycle to work, get in a daily cardio workout and
reduce your stress levels, rather than sitting in a car stuck in
traffic. And with primary schools at the heart of these new
communities, you can walk your children to school in the
morning surrounded by nature.
By focusing the majority of the Borough’s needed new
housing in four locations, we have been able to combine the
new public accessible greenspaces so they are bigger, better
and more connected.
These new nature parks, called SANGS, bring many benefits.
Not only are they great places to walk and relax but they
also improve local biodiversity. The new ponds, species rich
grassland and broad-leaved woodland help buffer existing
valuable sites for wildlife and create connecting links in a
habitat recovery network. Converting farmland to species
rich grassland and woodland helps restore the soil. This

NATURE PARKS OPEN
North Wokingham – Old Forest Road
Meadows, Eldridge Country Park,
Kentwood Meadow, Keephatch Woods,
Keephatch Meadows
South Wokingham – Buckhurst Meadow
Arborfield – Hazebrouck Meadows
Shinfield Parish – Clare’s Green Field,
May’s Farm Meadows, Five Acre Field,
Langley Mead
We hope to have some 21 miles
of greenways connecting all of the
Borough’s new communities as well
as 19 miles for the River Loddon long
distance path.
The new nature parks cover some 160
hectares across the Borough. We still
have more than 60 additional hectares in
the pipeline.

These parks have circular hard surface paths winding
through meadows and woods, through a variety of habitats
where you can appreciate a mosaic of grasses, wildflowers,
native trees, and ponds with reed beds that are home to all
sorts of dragonflies, birds and amphibians.
And with shops, restaurants, cafes and pubs nearby, you
won’t need to hop in the car to pick up a loaf of bread or
meet a friend for a coffee or pint.
More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘major
developments’ and/or ‘greenways’)
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MY JOURNEY WOKINGHAM
What if you could save time, money, improve your health
and fitness, and help lower your carbon footprint by just
changing one little thing? Well, you can.
Cycle training
We run training courses for adults who want to increase their
confidence on busier roads and learn how to cycle safely in
traffic. It might give you the push you need to sometimes use
your bike as an alternative option.

Sometimes driving is the only option, but what if we all picked
one journey a week where we used a more active or sustainable
form of transport instead? Instead of driving, could you:
• Walk into town to meet a friend for coffee?
• Take the train to see family at the weekend?
• Cycle to work on casual Friday?
• Stroll to the shop for the midweek pint of milk?
• Hop on the bus for your Saturday shopping?
You may think that one small change is insignificant in the
grand scale of things, but hang on. What if everyone in the
Wokingham Borough - all 175,000 of us - made one small
change? That’s 175,000 changes!
Our My Journey Wokingham team can help you make that one
change.

Route planner
Our My Journey website has a journey planner that can show
you how to get to where you want to go, whether on foot, bike,
or by public transport. It also has cycle routes, walking maps,
bus, and train information.

Are you in a position to walk or cycle with your children to
school once a week? We also run bike lessons for children. We
start them young with balance bikes, from age two. By the time
they are heading off to school they are confident enough to
take our Bikeability class, do away with their stabilisers and cycle
confidently on two wheels, whether it be to and from school or
with you to the park at weekends.
More information:
www.myjourneywokingham.com

Executive View
Cllr Pauline Jorgensen, Executive Member for Highways
and Transport
“Our My Journey team has a
tremendous track record for helping
both children and adults learn to
ride on our growing network of
cycle routes. We also work directly
with schools on sustainable travel.
Anything that can be done to cut
just one weekly car trip really
will make a difference to the
environment.”
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MAJOR NEW
HIGHWAYS UPDATE
When these routes are finished,
you will be able to travel across the
Borough avoiding Wokingham town centre.
North Wokingham
Distributor Road
The final section of this, Ashridge Farm, is now
approved. The site is being prepared, utilities
rerouted, and construction is due to begin next
summer.
Bell Foundry Lane has reopened following widening
works. Keephatch Beech and Kentwood Farm are
under construction and nearing completion.
The West of Old Forest Road improvements are due
to begin this spring. When finished, this section
will reduce traffic through the town centre, serve
the new housing developments, and minimise any
impact from increased traffic on existing roads.

Arborfield Cross Relief Road
Department for Transport funding was approved for
this earlier this year, and work began this summer.
This 2.3km relief road will reduce congestion,
boost employment, create opportunities for
more sustainable travel, and give traffic relief in
Arborfield, Arborfield Cross and surrounding rural
lanes. It is due to open next summer.
A planning application for the remainder of the Nine
Mile Ride Extension (the southern section, linking
Arborfield Garrison to Nine Mile Ride) has now been
submitted.

South Wokingham Distributor Road
Site preparation for the Eastern Gateway section is underway. A planning
application for the Spine Road section, between the Eastern Gateway and
the Tesco roundabout, is due to be submitted soon.

Winnersh Relief Road
This road is being designed to relieve congestion at the Winnersh
Crossroads, and will be built in three phases.
The first phase, which connects the B3270 Lower Earley Way to B3030
King Street Lane, is now open. Construction of the second phase, B3030
King Street Lane to A329 Reading Road, is due to start soon. Phase three,
turning Lower Earley Way into a dual carriageway, has been completed
four months ahead of schedule.

Barkham Bridge
Site preparation is almost finished and construction is due to start soon.

More information:
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘major new roads’) and/or
(search’ major new developments newsletter’)
You can also sign up for e-newsletters from our contractor Balfour Beatty.
Simply email the addresses below:
NWDR@balfourbeatty.com (North Wokingham Distributor Road)
SWDR@balfourbeatty.com (South Wokingham Distributor Road)
WRR@balfourbeatty.com (Winnersh Relief Road)

Please note, these construction details were correct
when this magazine went to print.

ArborfieldCross@balfourbeatty.com
BarkhamBridge@balfourbeatty.com
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Services

Things to do
and see this
winter…
Visit www.wokingham.gov.uk and click on ‘news and
events’ and then ‘what’s on’ for The Wokingham Directory,
which lists all sorts of activities.
Wokingham Borough Libraries events are also on our
website on the ‘libraries’ pages.
See also Facebook ‘wokinghamboroughlibraries’
Twitter ‘WBC_Libraries’
or Instagram ‘wbc_libraries’.
For outdoors, sports and countryside, find information on
our site under ‘sports and activities’ and
‘countryside, parks and conservation’.
Remember, Parish and Town
Councils across our Borough also
have activities. On our website
type in ‘parish and town councils’
for links to their web pages.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
www.ﬂair-homehelp.co.uk

Shopping
Housework
Support Work
Laundry
Sitting Service
Companionship
Check Calls
One off cleans
Outings
Appointments
Activities

Full list of services
available online

A professional, highly reputable and friendly home
help service that goes the extra mile. All ages and
needs are fully catered for.
Continuity, peace of mind, competitive rates, fully
trained, insured and DBS checked staff.
For further information on any of the services we
provide please contact us.
Debbie
debbie@ﬂair-homehelp.co.uk
07904 488 790 or 0118 375 4784
Mary
07745 226 179
9.00 am - 5.00 pm

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED!
Barnet
Southgate
Mill Hill
Finchley
Hampstead
Stratford & Forest Gate
Herne Hill & Brixton
Putney
Ilford
Bexleyheath

Book Your FREE Valuation Appointment
Visit: www.EweMove.com/Wokingham
Call 24/7: 0118 207 7163

We work with our
network of EweMove
branches across
London and the
commuter belt to
achieve maximum
property exposure
and the best sale for
our customers.

Wokingham
Newbury
Bracknell
Reading
Reading East
Basingstoke
Tadley
Hook
Alton & Bordon
Slough
Windsor
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This way
way for help…
This
for help…
If you live in or are signed up to a GP surgery in the
Wokingham Borough, Community Navigation is a
free service working to improve your wellbeing and
avoid unnecessary visits to your doctor.

Some 20% of GP appointments are spent dealing with non-medical problems.
So Community Navigation signposts you to services and support helping you
to explore and find solutions to your non-medical issues.
An older gentleman, for example, contacted the scheme because he was
feeling lonely and isolated. He was directed to an organisation offering
companionship, help with household duties and shopping. It worked with
him, his confidence grew, and he felt happy and safe to stay in his own home.
The scheme can also signpost you to advice on housing, employment,
benefits and much more. And it can help all ages – young families and
teenagers too and link you to others who may share your experiences via selfhelp groups, clubs and agencies.
Contact Community Navigation by phone or online, Mondays to Fridays,
9am to 4pm. A Community Navigator will then come back to you, which they
always aim to do within 24 hours.
More information:
(01344) 304 404
community.navigation@involve.community

Thinking outside the box
Commercial property investment is helping us soften the
impact of ever-decreasing central government funding.
Investment creates new funding streams free from austerity measures, which we can then use to fund your
essential services for many years to come.
We set up our commercial property investment team in 2018 after our executive approved a £100m
investment fund.
This past year, we have invested some £47m which is now
Executive View
generating an annual income of more than £2.6m. This is a
fantastic return of more than 5.5% on our investment, five
Cllr Stuart Munro, Executive
times higher than the 1% return we would get if we had
Member for Business and
simply put this money in a bank.
Economic Development
We take great care when seeking opportunities to grow our
“With ever increasing pressure on
investment fund. We ensure we balance risk and reward in
keeping with our approved strategy. We also make sure our
our budget it’s critical that we look
purchases are spread across a wide range of sectors and
for opportunities to become more
tenants so that our eggs are not all in one basket.
commercially minded and find
More information:
ways to make the money we have
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘property
work better for our residents.”
investment fund’)
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Calling all
explorers
Crowthorne Spring
and Autumn Trails are
organised by parents at
Hatch Ride School to
raise additional funds to
support their children.

Want to get
married in
2020?
There is a lot of choice available
for local couples.
The Chancellor asked the Law Commission in 2018 to review
how and where couples can marry, yet legislation changes can
take years. But here in the Wokingham Borough, we already
offer a range of flexible options.
As well as churches and the Register Office, you can get
married at other approved premises throughout the Borough.
And if you want to have a ceremony in premises without a
licence then, subject to a few basic requirements, we can
organise a vows ceremony with a separate legal ceremony at
the Register Office.
We have a team of experienced registrars to call on and every
one of our ceremonies are personalised to a couple’s wishes.
You can choose your legal words, write your own vows, have
readings, music etc.
For couples already married but wanting to re-affirm their
promises, we also provide renewal of vows ceremonies.
More information:
(0118) 974 6000 (choose ‘registrars’ option)
www.wokingham.gov.uk (search ‘weddings’)

The trails are designed to give families across
the Borough low cost fun exploring Crowthorne
searching for community crafted themed displays.
Last spring’s event had an animal theme, while last
autumn’s were scarecrows.
People living along the route of the trail create
the displays to showcase in their gardens. There
are also displays at Hatch Ride School, along
Crowthorne High Street and at the Pinewood
Centre. The best ones win a prize.
To take part, you can buy a £2 map from
participating Crowthorne businesses showing the
location of each display and visit as many as you
can on foot, by bicycle or scooter. The displays are
normally available for viewing from 9am till dusk.
If you return the map to the vendor once you have
finished with it, you will receive an edible treat.
Sadly, when this magazine went to print, the dates
for the Spring Trail had not yet been announced.
More information:
www.crowthornetrails.blog
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Make domestic cleaning
a chore of the past...
•• Want Someone
Someone You
You Can
CanTrust?
Trust?
No
TimeUniformed
To Clean?
and
•• Vetted,
Uniformed
andInsured
InsuredStaff
Staﬀ
• Too
Tired
Work?
•• Secure
Holding
Facilities
KeyFrom
Holding
Facilities
Someone
YouMonthly,
Can Trust?
Reading and Wokingham 01189 313186 • Want
•• Weekly,
Fortnightly,
Monthly,
Fortnightly,
One-Oﬀ
Cleaning
andIroning
Ironing
Services
One-Off Cleaning
and
Services
Reading
& Wokingham
and insured
Staff
Name ofEton
city
here
and 01753
all
Windsor,
and
Slough
709705 • Uniformed
surrounding
areas
01189
313186
•• 100% Reliable, Flexible
FlexibleService
Service
Contact Your
Local
Office:
Contact
Your
Local
Oﬃce:

Name ofand
cityAscot
here01344
and all
Bracknell
609097
surrounding
Bracknell
&areas
Ascot
Maidenhead 01628 439281
0124 567891
01344
609097

•

0124 567891

Independently owned and operated

Independently owned and operated
Or book your clean online now at:

www.dailypoppins.co.uk
Quote
WM2019
when
book
for 10%
off your
clean
Quote AC2019
when
youyou
book
for 10%
off your
firstfirst
clean

Improving how
we talk to you
This magazine is just one of the
ways we communicate but your
expectations are changing.
With the rise in digital communications, you rightly
expect information to come straight to you as it happens,
not go looking for it. You also want to choose those
subjects that interest you the most and not wade
through topics that don’t.
This is why we are looking at digital and ‘greener’ ways to
deliver our news, consultations and helpful information
such as waste and roadworks to
complement this magazine,
our social media, and
news and corporate
websites.
We will tell you more
in the next edition.

“We poppin, so you can pop out”

What have these people
got in common?

They could all be foster carers.

We also offer our foster carers a generous financial package including Council Tax exemption
For more information: (0118) 974 6204
fostering@wokingham.gov.uk
www.fostering.wokingham.gov.uk

Waste and recycling collections
Christmas and New Year
Normal Collection Day

Actual Collection Date

Delay

Christmas Eve (Tues)

Christmas Eve (Tues)

No change

Christmas Day (Wed)

27 December (Fri)

2 days

Boxing Day (Thurs)

28 December (Sat)

2 days

27 December (Fri)

30 December (Mon)

3 days

30 December (Mon)

New Year’s Eve (Tues)

1 day

New Year’s Eve (Tues)

2 January (Thurs)

2 days

New Year’s Day (Wed)

3 January (Fri)

2 days

2 January (Thurs)

4 January (Sat)

2 days

3 January (Fri)

6 January (Mon)

3 days

6 January (Mon)

7 January (Tues)

1 day

7 January (Tues)

8 January (Wed)

1 day

8 January (Wed)

9 January (Thurs)

1 day

9 January (Thurs)

10 January (Fri)

1 day

10 January (Fri)

11 January (Sat)

1 day

Normal service resumes on Monday 13 January

Time of collection
Please place your waste
out the night before, as
collections start earlier
than normal

Garden waste
Collections will
coincide with the
above schedule

www.wokingham.gov.uk

Christmas Trees
If you’re part of the
garden waste collection
scheme, please cut up your
real tree and place it in
your brown wheelie-bin
or compostable sacks
and put out as
normal

Christmas cards
Many charities collect
these for fundraising.
Put cards made from
paper into your black
recycling box

Wet paper and
cardboard
Cannot be recycled. Either
put them in the bottom of
your box, stack your boxes,
keep them undercover,
cover with a blue bag,
or save them for a
non-rainy day

Wrapping paper
Put this in your
recycling box. Metallic
paper must be put
in your blue bag

